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8 E R M ON I. 


The Evidences of CHRISTIANITY 
briefly ſtated, and the New Teſtament 


proved to be genuine. 
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2 PET. i. 16. 


ee bade not followed cunningly deviſed 
Fables. 2 


r is undoubtedly a Glory to our Age 
and Country, that the Nature of Moral 
Virtue has been ſo clearly ſtated,” and 
Ke the Practice of it ſo ſtrongly inforced; by 
Sd fed a . . 1 
the Views of its native Beauty, and bene- 
ficial Conſequences, both to private Perſons, and Socie- 
ties. Perhaps in this Reſpect, hardly any Nation or 
Time has equally, certainly few, if any, have exceeded 
aur own. Vet I fear. I might add, there have been few 
Ages or Countries, where as has more enerally'tri- 
umphed, in its moſt audacious, ang, in other Reſpects, 
moſt odious Forms. 13 
Tunis may well appear a ſurpriſing Caſe; and it will 
ſurely be worth our while to enquire into the Cauſes of 
ſo; ſtrange a Circumſtance. I cannot now enter into a 


2 


particular Detail of them. But I am perſuaded, none is 


more conſiderable than rn Diſreguru, eiche 
2 to 
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that like ſome of old, who thought 


4 The Need of being eftabliſked SE RM. I. 
to the Goſpe/ in general, or to its moſt” liar and 
eſſential ok which is ſo viſible os 5 us, and 
which appears to be continually growing. It is plain, 
profeſſed them- 
ſelves the wiſeſt of Mankind, or in other Words, the 
Jreeft Thinkers of their Age, Multitudes among us have 
not liked to retain GOD and his Truths i» their - Know- 
ledge : And it is therefore the leſs to be wondered at, 
if GOD has given them up to a reprobate Mind (a); 
to the moſt ＋ Luſts, and Enormities; and to a 
Depth of a Degeneracy, which, while it is in Part the 
natural Conſequence, is in Part alſo the juſt, but dread- 
ful Puniſhment of their Apoſtacy from the Faith. And 
I am perſuaded, that thoſe who do indeed wiſh well to 
the Cauſe of publick Virtue, as every true Chriſtian 
moſt certainly does, cannot ſerve it more effectually, 
than by endeavouring to eſtabliſh Men in the Belief of 


the Goſpe/ in general, and to affect their Hearts with its 


moſt diſtinguiſhing Truths. _ 

The latter of theſe is our frequent Employment, and 
is what I have particularly been attempting in the pre- 
ceeding Diſcourſes on the Power and Grace of the Re- 
deemer : The former I ſhall now, by the Divine AC. 
ſiſtance, apply myſelf to, in thoſe that follow. And I 
have choſen the Words now before us, as a proper In- 
troduQion to ſuch a Deiign. . 

Tur x do indeed pcculiarly refer to the Coming of our 
Lord, which the Apoſtle repreſents as atteſted be that 
Glory, of which he was an Eye witneſs on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and by that Voice from Heaven which 
he heard there: But the Truth of theſe Fact, is evident- 
ly connected with that of the Goſpel in gen ral. I am 
perſuaded therefore, you will think they are properly 

prefixed to a Diſcoprſe on the general Evidences of Chriſ- 
tianity. And I hope, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, to pro- 
poſe them at this Time in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall con- 
vince you, that the Apo//es had Reaſon to ſay, and that 
eve alſo have Reaſon to repeat it, Ve have not followed 


cunningly deviſed Fables (6). Nc 
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Sr nN. I. in the Belief of the Geſpel. 6 

T #ave often touched on this Subject occaſionally ; 
but I think it my Duty at preſent to inſiſt ſomethin 
more largely upon it. You eaſily apprehend, that it is 
a Matter of the higheſt Importance, being indeed no 
other than the great Foundation of all our Eternal Hopes, 
While ſo many are daily attempting to deſtroy this Foun- 
dation, it is poſſible, that thoſe of you eſpecially, who 
are but entering on the World, may be called out to give 
a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you (c). 1 would there- 
fore, with the Apoſtle, be concerned, that you may be 
ready to do it. It may fortify you againſt the Artifices, 
by which the Unwary are oft:n deceived and enſnared, 
and may poſſibly enable you to put to Silence their Fool- 
inen (d). At leaſt it will be for the Satisfaction of 
your own Minds, to have conſidered the Matter ſeriouſly, 
and to be conſcious to yourſelves, that you are not 
Chriſtians merely by Education, or Example, (as had you 
been born elſewhere) you might have been Pagans or Ma- 
hometans; but that you are ſo upon Rational Evidence, 
and becauſe (as the ſacred Hiſtoiian expreſſes it,) you 
know the Certainty of thoſe Things in which you have 
been inſtrudted (e]. 

To open and vindicate h Proof of Chriflianity in all 
its Extent, would be the Employment of many Diſ- 
courſes ; nor would it, on the whole be proper to at- 
tempt it here. All that I now intend here is, to give 
you a ſummary View of the moſt conſiderable Argu- 
ments, in that which ſeems to me their moſt proper and 
natural Connection; that ſo you may be able to judge 
of them better, than vou could poflibly do by a few ſcat- 
tered Remarks, or by the moſt copious Enlargement on 
any ſingle Branch of them alone. I ſhall endeavour to 
diſpoſe theſe Hints ſo, as that they may be ſome Guide 
to thoſe, whole Leiſure and Abilities may lead them to 
a more ample and curious Enquiry ; that they may not 
be intangled in ſo complex an Argument, but may pro- 
c:ed in an orderly Manner. And if any of you, my 
Friends, defire a more particular Information on any 
of thoſe Heads, which I now but briefly ſuggeſt, you 
may depend upon it, that faithful Miniſters of every 
Denomination will think it an important Part of their 
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5 SERM, I. 
Duty, to give you all the private Aſſiſtance they can. 
It is my hey Prayer, that Gop would enable me to 
lead his Cauſe with'Succefs ; that he would open your 
Faderfandings to receive theſe Things, and firengthen 
your Memories to. retain them ; that you may not be 
like Children, + 6 to and fro, and carried about with 


_—” The Truth of the Goſpel 


every Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight.of Men, and the 
cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in avait % de- 
cigve (f); but may be frong in Faith, giving Glory to 
GOD (8g) ; that, your Faizh dane more and more eſta- 
bliſhed, it may appear, that the 'Tree is watered at the 
Roots; and all your other Graces may grow and flouriſh, 
in an equal Proportion. | 

Bur before I proceed, I muſt defire you to obſerve, 
that there is no Proof in the World ſo ſatisfactory to the 


true Chriſtian, as to have felt the transforming Power: 


of the Goſpel on his own Soul. As that illſterate Man 
whoſe Eyes were miraculouſly opered by Chrift, when he 
was queſtioned. by the eaviſb Sanbedrim, who endea- 
voured with all their Sophiſtry to prove Chrift an Im- 
poſtor, anſebered with So Steadineſs and Conſtancy, 
and with a great deal of Reaſon too, This one Thing [ 
know, that whereas I was blind, now I ſee (h) : So the 
moſt unlearned of the Diſciples of Fe/as, having found 
his. Soul enlightned and ſanctified, and felt his Heart fo 
effeQually wrought upon, as to bring him home to bis 
Duty, his Go», and his Happineſs, by the conſtrainir 
Power of the Gel, will deſpiſe a thouſand ſubtle Ob - 
jections which may be urged againſt it: And though 2he 
Cre of Chriſt be to the Fews a Stumbling block, and to 
the Greeks Fooliſbneſe, yet with this Experience of its 
faving Energy, he will honour it in the Midſt of all their 
Contempt and Ridicule, as the Power of GOD, 
and the Wiſdem of GOD (i). In this Senſe, though 
the. miraculous Communication of the Spirit be ceaſed, 
be that believes, hath till the Witneſs in himſelf (; 
and while the Spirit beareth Witne/s with his Spirit, 
that he is a Child of GOD (), he cannot doubt, but 
that the Word, by which he avas, as it were, begotten 
| | unto 


) Eph. iv. 14 | (g) Rom. iv, 20, 5) ada” bs. 25» 
04 Cor. i. 23 4. (8) x Ich v. 40. 0 Nm. l 16. 
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SRM. I. #s conffrm'd by its Power. 7 
unto him, is indeed a Divine and #ncorruptible Seed (m). 
And perhaps, there are certain Seaſons of prefling 
Temptation, in which the moſt learned, as well as the 
moſt literate Chriftian, will find hi the ſureſt Anchor 
of his Hope. | | | | 
NzeverxTHELEss, it muſt be acktlowledged, that 
this glorious kind of Evidence, is like the avbite Stone, 
mentioned in. the Revelation, in which there was a c 
Name written, which no Man knew, but he who receiv- 
ed it (n). Gov has therefore made other Proviſion for 
the Honour and Support of his Go/pe/, by furniſhing it 
with a Variety of Prof, which may with undiminiſhed, 
and indeed with growing Conviction, be communicated 
from one to another. nd we ſhould be greatly want- 
ing in Gratitude to him, in Zeal for a Redeemer's King- 
dom, and in charitable Concern for the Converſibn 
of thofe who reje& the Goſpel, as well as for the 
Edification of thoſe who embrace it, ſhould we wholly 


- overlook theſe Arguments, or neglect to acquaint ourſelves 
with them. This is the Evidence, which I am now to. 
propoſe; and I defire you would hear it with a be- 
| to you, as to Rational 
Creatures ; Judge ye of the Reaſonableneſs of what 


coming Attention. I ſpeak 


I ſhall ſay. | . 

IN Proſecution of this great Deſign, I ſhall endea- 
vour more particularly to ſhew you, that if we 
take the Matter on a general Survey, it will appear 


highly probable, that ſuch a Scheme of Doctrines and 
Precepts, as we find Chrifianity to be, ſhould indeed 


have been a Divine Revelation ;-——and then, that if 


we examine into the External Evidence of it, we ſhall 


find it certain in Fa#, that it was ſo, and that it had 
its Original from above. | 


Fins, Let me ſhew, “ that taking the Matter mere- 
ly in Theory, it will appear highly probable, that 
«© ſuch a Syſtem as the Goſpel ſhould be indeed a 


4 


% Dziwvine Revelation.” 


To evince this, I would more particularly prove, — 


that the State of Mankind was ſuch, as greatly to need 
X | B 4 25 28 Rus 
(n) Jam. i, 18. 1 Pet. i, 23. () Rev. il, 17. 
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8 Chriſtianity probable in Theory, S ERM. I. 
a Revelation that there ſeems from the Light of Na- 
ture, Encouragement to hope that Gop ſhould grant 
one ; that it is. reaſonable to believe, if any were 
made, it ſhould be fo introduced and tranſmitted, as we 
are told Chri/ftianity was; and that its general Nature 
and Sul ſfance ſhould be fach, as we find that of the 


 Gofpel is. If theſe Particulars are made out, here will 


be a prong preſumptive Evidence, that the Goſpel is 
from GOD; and we ſhall have opened a fair Way 
2 that more dire# Proof, which 1 principally 
inte | | | | 


1. Tu Caſe of Mankind is naturally ſach, as great- 
ly to need a Divine Revelation.” 


T sPEAx not here of Man in his Original State; 
though even then, as many have largely ſhewn, ſome 
Inſtruction, from above ſeemed neceſſary to inform him 
of many Particulars, which it was highly expedient that 
he ſhould immediately know : But I ſpeak of him in the 
degenerate Condition in which he now ſo evidently lies, 


by whatever Means he was brought into it. It is an 


eaſy Thing- to make florid Encomiums on the Perfec- 
tion of Natural Light, and to deceive unwary Readers 


with an ambiguous Term +, (which ſhall ſometimes ſig- 


nify all that appears even to the Divine Underſtanding, 
and ſometimes no more than the meaneſt of the Human 
Race may, or than they actually do attain ;) but let Fa# 
ſpeak, and the Controverſy will ſoon be determined. I 
appeal to all, that are acquainted with the Records of 
Antiquity, or that have any Knowledge of the. moſt 
credible Accounts of the preſent State of thoſe Coun- 
tries where Chriſtianity is unknawn, whether it is not 
too obvious a Truth, that he aht Heathen World has 
lain, and ſtill /ies in Wickedne/s (o). Have not incorg- 
parably the greater Part of them been perpetually be. 


| wildered in their Religious Notions and Pfactices, vaſtly 


differing 


+ Th's Dr. Tyndal has done in ſo groſs and palpable a Manner, 


tha it s furpriſing that Fallacy al-ne ſhould not have expoſed his 


Chriftiarity as ld as the Creation, do the immediate Contempt of every | 
intelligept Reader. 4 | 
© 1 John v. 19. | | 


SeRMu. J. A Revelation was needed. 9 


differivg from each other, and almoſt equally differing 
on all Sides from the probable Appearances of 'Truth 
and Reaſon? Is any Thing ſo wild as not to have been 
believed, any Thing ſo infamous as not to have been 
praiſed by them, while they have not only pretended 
to jultify it by Reaſon, but have conſecrated it as a Part 
of their Religion? To this very Day, what are the Diſ- 
coveries of new Nations in the American or African 
World, but generally ſpeaking, the opening of new 
Scenes of Enormity ? Rapine, Luſt, Cruelty, Human Sacri- 
fices, and the. moſt ſtupid Idolatries, are, and for onght 
T'can find, always have been, the Morality and Religion 
of almoſt all the Pagan Nations under Heaven : And 
to ſoy, that there have ſtill been ſome ſmothered Sparks 
of Reaſon within, which, if cheriſhed, might have led 
them to Trath and Happineſs, is only ſaying, that they 
have been fo much the more criminal, and therefore ſo 
much the more miſerable. 1 

Bur you live at Home, and hear theſe Things only 
by uncertain Report, Look then around you within the 
Sphere of your own Obſervation, and ſee the Temper 
and Character of the Gencrality of thoſe, who have 
been educated in a Chriflian, and even in a Proteſant 
Country. Obſerve their Ignorance and Forgetfulneſs of 
the Divine Being, their Impieties, their Debaucheries, 
their Fraud, their Oppreſſion, their Pride, their Ava- 
rice, their Ambition, their unnatural Inſenſibility of the 
Wants and Sorrows and Intereſts of each other; and 
when you fee how bad they generally are in the Midſt 
of ſo many Advantages, judge by that of the probable 
State of thoſe that want them. Judge upon theſe Views, 
whether à Revelation be an unneceſſary Thing, | 


2. Ten is, from the Light of Nature, conſi- 
t gderable Encouragement to bope, that Gop would 


„ favour his Creatures with /e need/u/ a Bleſſing as 
* a Revelation appears.“ | 


Tur a Revelation is in itſelf a fofible Thing, is 
evident beyond all Shadow of a Doubt. Shall not he 


that made Man's Mouth p, who has given us this won- 
; h | | B . 


( Brod. iv. 11. 


10 A Revelation might be erpected. SER M. I. 


derful Faculty of diſcovering our Sentiments, and com- 
municating our Ideas to Co other, ſhall not he be able 
to converſe with his Rational Creatures, and by ſenſible 
Manifeſtations, or by inward Impreſſons, to convey the 
Knowledge of Things, which lie beyond the Ken of their 
natural Faculties, and yet may be highly. conducive to 
their Advantage? To own a Gop, 1 to deny him ſuch 
a Power, would be a notorious Contradiction. But it 
may appear much more dubious, whether he will pleaſe 
to confer ſuch a Favour on finful Creatures. 

. Now I acknowledge, that we could not certainly con- 
clade he would ever do it; conſidering on the one Hand, 
how juſtly they ſtood expoſed to his final Diſpleaſure; 
and on the other, what Proviſion he had made by the 
Frame of the Human Mind, and of Nature around us, 
for giving us ſuch Notices of himſelf, as would leave us 
inexcuſable, if we either failed t know him, or 10 glo- 
rify him as GOD; as the Apoſtle argues at large (2). 
Nevertheleſs. methinks, we ſhould have had ſomething 
of this Kind 7 hope, from conſidering Gop as the indul- 
gent Father of bis Creatures ; from obſerving the tender 
Care which he takes of us, and the liberal Supply which 
he grants for the Support of the animal Life ; eſpecially, 
from- the Provifion which he has made for Man, con- 
fidered as a guilty and calamitous Creature, by the me- 
dicinat and healing Virtues which he has given to many 
of the Productions of Nature, which in a State of per- 
ſect Rectitude and Happineſs Man would never have 
needed. This is a Circumſtance, which ſeemed ſtrongly 
to intimate, that he would ſome Time or another gra- 
ciouſly provide ſome Remegy to heal Mens Minds; and 
that he would interpoſe to inſtruct them, in his own 
Nature, in the Manner in which he is to be ſerved, and 
in the final Treatment which they may expect from him. 
And I think, ſuch an Apprehenſion ſeems very congruous 
to the Sentiments of the Generality of Mankind; as ap- 
pears from the many Pretences to Divine Revelation 
which have often been made, and the Readineſs of 
' Multitudes ty receive them on very ſlender Proofs : 
This ſhews how naturally Men expect ſome fuch kind 
Intexpoſition of the Deity : A Thought, which 5 0 
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SERM. I. hu probably to be introduc d. 11 
farther be conßtmed hy ſome remarkable Paſſages of 


Heathen Writers, which I have not now Time particu- 
larly to mention. | 


| 3. We may eafily conclude, “ that if @ Revelation 
« were given, it would be introduced and tranſ-. 


„% mitted in ſuch a Manner, as Chriſtianity is ſaid 
© to have been.” 


Ir is exceeding probable, for Inſtance, that it ſhould 
be taught, either by ſome illuſtrious Perſon ſent down 
from a ſuperior World, or at leaſt by a Man of eminent 
Wiſdom and Piety, who ſhould himſelf have been, not 
only a Teacher, but an Example, of univerſal Goodneſs. 
In order to this it ſeems probable, that he ſhould be led 
through a Series of Calamity and Diſtreſs ; ſince other- 
wiſe he would not have been a Pattern of the Virtues, 
which adorn Adverſity, and are peculiar to it. And it 
might alſo have been expe#ed, that in the Extremity 
of his Diſtreſs, the bleſſed God, whoſe Meſſenger he was, 
ſhould, in ſome extraordinary Manner, have interpoſed, 
either to preſerve, or to recover him from Death. 

IT is moreover exceeding probable, that ſuch a Perſon, 
and perhaps alſo They who were at firſt employed as his 

Meſſengers to the World, ſhould be endowed with a 
Power of evorking Miracles; both to awaken Mens At- 
tention, and to prove a Divine Miſſion, and the conſe- 
quent Truth of their Doctrines; ſome of which might 
perhaps not be capable of any other Kind of Proof; or 
if they were, it is certain that no Method of arguing is 
ſo ſnort, ſo plain, and ſo forcible, and on the whole, 
ſo well ſuited to the Conviction, and probably the Re- 
formation of Mankind, as a Courſe of evident, repeated, 
and ancontrouled Miracles. And ſuch a Method of Proof 
is eſpecially adapted to the Populace, who are incompa- 
rably the greater Part of Mankind, and for whoſe Be- 
nefit, we may aſſure ourſelyes, a Revelation would chiefly 
be deſigned.—— I might add, it was 2 wway improbable, 
though not in itſelf certain, that a Diſpenſation ſhould 
open gradually on the World; and that the moſt il- 
luſtrious Meſſenger of Gop to Men ſhould be ufhered 

in by ſome Predictions, which ſhould raiſe a great Ex- 


12 . What kind of Revelation SRM. I. 
pectation of his Appearance, and have an evident Ac- 
compliſhment in him. | 
As for the Propagation of a Religion ſ introduced, it 

ſeems no way r n that having been thus eſta- 
> bliſhed in its firſt Age, it ſhould be tranſmitted to future 

Generations by credible Teflimony, as other important Facts 
are. It is certain, that Affairs of the utmoſt Moment, 
which are tranſacted amongſt Men, depend on Teftlimony : 
On this Voyages are undertaken, Settlements made, and 
Controverſies. decided.; Controverſies, on which not only 
the Eſtates, but the Lives of Men depend. And though. 
it muſt be owned, that ſuch an Hiſtorical Evidence is 
not equally convincing with Miracles which are. wrought 
before our own Eyes; yet it is certain, it may riſe to 
ſuch a Degree as to exclude all reaſonable Doubt. And 

I know not why we ſhovld expect, that the Evidence of” 
à Revelation ſhould be ſuch, as univerſally to compel the. 
immediate Aſſiſtance of all to whom it is offered. To. 
me it ſeems much more likely, that it ſhould be ſo ad- 
Jafſted, as to. be a Kind of Touch-flore to the 'Tempers. 
and Characters of Men; capable indeed of giving am- 
ple Satisfaction to the diligent and candid Enquirer, yet. 
attended with ſome Circumſtances, from whence the 
Captious and Perverſe might take Occaſion to cavil and. 
object. Such might we ſuppoſe ths Evidence of a Rewe- 
dation would be, and: /uch it is maintained, that of 
Chriſtianity, is. The Teachers of it ſay, and under-. 
take to prove, that it was thus introduced, thus 2/ta. 
blifbed, and. thus tran/mitted ; and we truſt, that this. 
is a ſtrouig Preſumption in its Favour : Eſpecially as we. 
can add, | GEN 


„ Txar the main Doctrines contained in the: 

* Goſpel are of ſuch a Nature, as we might in ge- 
e nexral ſuppoſe, thoſe of a Divine Revelation would 
s be, rational, practical, and ſublime.” | 


Out would imagine, that: in a. Reve/ation: of a Re- 
ligion from GOD, the great: Principles of Natural Re- 
ligion ſhould be clearly aſſerted, and ſtrongly maintain» 
. Such 1 mean, as the Exiſtence (7), the Unity 4. 


G Med. . G (0 Mark zu. 23. 1 Tin. l. 5. 
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the Perſection (v), and the Providence of God («) ; the 
eſſential and immutable Difference between Moral Good 
and Evil (w); the Obligation we are under to the va- 
rious Branches of Virtue, whether Human, Social, or 
Divine (x) ; the Value and Immortality of the Soul (y) ; 
and the Rewards and Puniſhments of a Future State (z). 
One would eafily conclude, that all theſe Particulars 
muſt be contained in it; and that upon the whole, it 
ſhould appear calcuiated, to form Mens Minds to a proper 
6 Temper, rather than to amuſe them with curious Spe- 
| culations. 
Ir might indeed be farther ſuppoſed, and. probably 
concluded, that. ſuch a Rewe/ation would contain ſome. 
Things, which could not have been. learnt from the 
higheit Improvements of Natural Light: And conſider+ 
ing the infinite and unfathomable Nature of the Bleſſed 
Gov, it would be more than probable, that many Things 
might be hinted at, and referred to, which our feeble 
Faculties ſhould not be able fully to comprehend. Yet 
we ſhould expect, to find theſe introduced in a prac- 
tical View, as directing us to Duties before unknown, 
or ſuggeſting powerful Motives to make us reſolute and, 
conſtant in the Diſcharge of the reſt“. As for Ce- 
remonial and Poſitive. Inſtitutions, we ſhould imagine, 
at leaſt in the moſt perſect State of the Rewe/ation, that 
they ſhould be but few,. and thoſe few plainly ſubſervient 
to the great Purpoſes of practical Religion. me 
T s$HALL only add, that foraſmuch as Pride appears 
to be the moſt reigning Corruption of the Human 
Mind, and the Source of numberleſs Irregularities ; it is 
exceeding probable, that a Divine Revelation ſhould _ 
be calculated, to humble the fallen Creature, and bring 
it to a Senſe of its Guilt and Weakneſs;. and the more 
evidently that Tendency appears, other Things being 
K equal, the greater Reaſon there if to believe, that the 
Original of ſuch. a Scheme is from above. 


Your 
e Matt, v. 41. (0) Matt. 2. 29, 30. (w) Iſai- 
v. 20, 2 Cor, vi. 14. (x) Matt. xxii. 37, 39. Phil. iv. 8, 
Tit. ii. 12.  (y) Matt. x. 28. xvi. 26, (x) Rom. ii, 6, — 10. 


Matt. xxv. 46. 
* Pardeulariy on what Terms, and to what Degree, Pardon and 


Happineſs might be expected by ſinful Creatures. 


— — — —— 


14 V Chriſtian Revelation Such, SERM. I. 
' Your own Thoughts have undoubtedly prevented me 


in the Application of theſe Characters to the Chriſtian 


Revelation, The Juſtice of that Application I muſt 


not now illuſtrate at large. But I muſt beg leave to 
advance one Remark, which will conclude what I have 


to ſay on this General: Which is, that as the Chriſſian 


Syſtem is undoubtedly wyorrby of GOD, ſo conſidering the 
Manner in which it is ſaid to have been 7ntroduced, 
(ſeparate from the Evidence of theſe Fas, which is af- 
terwards to be confidered,) it is extremely difficult to 
imagine, from whom elſe it could have proceeded, 

* I wiLL readily allow, that neither the Reafonable- 
neſs of its Doctrines, nor the Purity of its Morals, 
wilt alone prove its Divine Original; ſince it is poſſible, 
the Reaſon of one Man may diſcover that, which the 
Reaſon of anothey approves, as being, in itſelf confider- 
ed, either true in\ Theory, or uſeful in Practice. But 
this is not all; fon in the preſent Cafe it is evident, that 
the firſt Teachers of \Chri//?anity profeſſed, that they were 
taught it by Divine Rewelation, and that they were im- 
powered by Gop with miraculous Endowments for the 
Confirmation of it, Now if it were not indeed ſo as 
they profeſſed, how can we account for ſo ſtrange a 
Phznomenon, as ſuch a Doctrine introduced with ſuch 


Pretences ? If it were not from GOD, whence was it? 


from good, or from evil Angels or Men? Wicked 
Creatures, as our Lord ſtrongly intimates (a), would 
never contrive and propagate ſo excellent a Scheme; 
nor can we imagine, that holy Angels, or righteous Men 
would thus be found falſe Witneſſes of GOD (Y), or 
have attempted to ſupport the Cauſe of Religion and 
Truth, by ſuch impious and notorious Falſkoods, as 


their Pretenſions muſt have been, if they, were Falſhoods 
at all. 


Anp thus, much for the e Branch of the Argu- 
ment: If you conſider the Chriſtian Scheme only in 
Theory, it appears highly probable ; fince a Revelation 
was ſo much needed, might ſo reaſonably be expected, 
and if it were ever given, would, ſo far as we can 
judge, be thus iztroduced, and be in the main attended 
| Eg * 1 8 e 

(e) Matt, xii, 25,-29, (5) 1 Cor, xv. 15. 


SRU. I. as muſt have come from GOD. 15 


with ſuch Internal Characters. And though we have 
not as yet expreſly proved, that the Gebe! was introdu- 
ced in ſuch a Manner, as the Defenders of it aſſert; yet 
it would be ſtrangely unaccountable, that ſo admirable a a 
Syſtem of Truth and Duty ſhould be advanced by the 
Prince of Darkneſs, and the Children of Wickedneſs ; 
as it muſt have been, if the Perſons firſt employed in the 
Propagation of it were not endowed with Power from 
on High (c). 

: To embrace the Goſpel is ſo ſafe, and on the whole, 

ſo comfortable a Thing, that I think: a wiſe Man would 
deliberately and reſolutely venture his All upon it, 
though nothing more could be offered for its Confir- 
mation, But, bleſſed be Gop, we have a great deal 


more to offer in this important Cauſe ; and can add, with ig 
ſill greater Confidence, that it is not only in Theory thus iS 

probable, but, 4 

'SzcondLy, © That it is in Faæ certain, that Chriſe 5 
„ tianity is indeed @ Divine Revelation.” 4 


HERE I confeſs the chief Streſs is to be laid; and 
therefore I ſhall inſiſt more largely on this Branch of the 
Argument, and endeavour, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, to 
prove the Certainty of this great Fa. You will natu- 
rally apprehend, that I f. pea only of what is common» 
ly called a Moral Cirrathiy ® But I need ſpeak of no 
more; for in many Caſes, fuck Kind of Evidence gives 
the Mind as ample, and as rational a Satisfaction, as it 
may find even in ſome ſuppoſed Mathematical Demon- 
frration ; ſince there it is poſſible, - at leaſt in a long 


Deduction of Pazticulars, for the moſt ſagacious of Man- 
kind to fall into a Miſtake. 


Now in order to ſettle this grand Point as clearly * 
J can, I think it may be proper to prove, 


I. Tuan 
(c) Luke xxiv. 49. 
Which, though it amount not to ſtrict Demonſtration, is ſuck 


Kind of Evidence as vits paſt Matters of Fact, and is So 
eee. 


v0 


16 The Books of the New Teflament SERM, I. 


I. Tur the Books of the New Teflament, as they 
are now in your Hands, may be depended upon as 
ewritten by the firſt Preachers and Publiſhers of Chrif 
t tianity. And, . ; | 


II. Tzar from hence it will certainly follow, that 
what they aſſert zs true, and that the Religion they teach, 
brings along with it ſuch Evidences of àa Divine Autho- 
rity, as may moſt juſtly recommend it to our Accep- 
tance. | 


Each of theſe Heads might furniſh out Matter for 
many Volumes; but it is my Buſineſs to hint at the 
moſt obvious and important Thoughts, by which they 
may briefly be illuſtrated and confirmed. | 


I. IAM to prove to you, That the Books of the 

%% New Teflament, now in your Hands, were awrit- 

« ten by the firſt Preachers and Publiſhers of 
©. Chriftianity.” | 


You ſee I confine the preſent Proof, to the Books 
of the NEW TESTAMENT. . Not that I think 
the Authority of the Oli to be ſuſpected, or the Uſe of 
it by any Means to be deſpiſed. Gop forbid ! It is 
an invaluable Treaſure, which demands our daily de- 
| Tightful and thankful Peruſal, and is capable of being de- 
fended in a Manner which I am perſuaded its ſubtileſt 
Enemies. will never be able to anſwer But the Nature 
of my preſent Argument, and the Limits of my Time, 
* oblige me at preſent to wave the Proof of it; any far- 
ther than as it is implied in, and dependent upon, what 
I have more immediately in View. | * 

Ix the Proceſs of the Diſcourſe, though I ſhall ſtu- 
_ diouſly avoid any Oſtentation of Learning, yet it will 
be abſolutely neceſſary to aiſert ſome Things, which 
cannot certainly be known, without ſome little Ac- 
1 with ancient Writers, You cannot, moſt 
f you, be "ſuppoſed to have formed ſuch an Acquain- 
tance ; but I take it for granted you will readily believe, 
that I will not ie for GOD, r talk deceitfully for 


him 
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him (4). I ſhall ſay nothing of this Kind, but what T 
know to be contained in thoſe Writings ; and you may 
aſſure yourſelves, that no Man of common Senſe, what- 
ever his moral or religious Character were, would venture 
in ſuch an Age as this, publickly to cite Paſfages, as from 
Authors in every ones Hands, which he cannot prove to 
be contained in them. | | 

. Havins premiſed theſe Things, I go on to the Ar- 
gument ; and ſhall advance in it by the following De- 
grees. I ſhall prove, that Chrifiitanity is an 
ancient Religion: that there was ſuch a Perſon as 
Jeſus of Nazareth, crucified at Feruſalem about Sewer. 
teen Handred Years ago ; that the Sf? Preacher} of 
his Religion wrote Books, which went by the Name of 
thoſe, that now make up the Volume of our New Tefta- 
ment ; that they are preſerved in the Original to the 
preſent Times; and that the Tran//ation of them, 
which you have, is in the main ſuch, as may be de- 


pended. upon as faithful. And then I ſhall have clearly 


made out what I propoſed in this ff Part. 


1. Ir is certain, * that Chriſtianity is not a New 
„Religion, but that it was maintained by 


% Multitudes, quickly after the Time in which 


N Feſus is ſaid to have appeared.” 


"| 


Tua there was, conſiderably more than Sixteew 
Hundred Years ago, a Body of Men, who went by the 


Name of C>riftians, is almoſt as evident, as that a Race 
of Men was then exiſting in the World; nor do I know, 
that any have ever been wild and confident enough to 


_ diſpute it. If any ſhould for Argument ſake queſtion it, 


they might quickly be convinced by a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Chriftian Writers, who lived in the ſame, or the 
next Age, and mention it as a Thing notoriouſly cer- 
tain, that Chriſlianity was then of fome Standing in the 


Oro) World; 
(4) Job xiii. 7. | 
Such as Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Tuſtin Martyr, 


Jrenæus, Tatian, Athenagoras, and Theophilus An'ttochenus, who all 


wrote before the Year 20, and ſome in the Firft Century: Not to 
urge Barnabas, and Hermas; nor to mention any of theſe cited by Eu- 
ſebius, whoſe Books are all loſt, except ſome Fragments, ved 
chiefly by that excellent Writer. | 18 


— 


by * — 4 T * Ry l 5 TY C4 — "ID < Bens 8. G 0 
„ * 3 r 22 a L 32 

4 oY 4 - l TY 7 = js "© — 8 228 — * 2 Lr — © ih + We 
1 * ++” K Fo wee 55 — rt 3 - bs. 


4 4 . ge 4.4 — PI 
* "A KL” i a — 1 


13 Chriftianity known to be SRM. I. 
World; ſome of them giving Directions and Exhorta- 
tions to their Brethren, and others - opens vapor to 
their Enemies, for which there could not otherwiſe have 
been the leaſt Foundation. We might have acquieſced 
in their Teflimony, had it been alone; but it is con- 
firmed by that of Fews and Heathens, who, by their 
early Invectives againſt the Chri/ians, do moſt evident- 
ly: prove, that there was ſach a Body of Men in the 
World. -— The moſt conſiderable Roman Hiſtorians, 
who lived in this Age, and wrote of it, are Tacitus, and 
Szuetonius, who both publiſhed their Writings above Six- 
teen Hundred Years ago? and they are always, and very 
juſtly appealed to, as pregnant Witneſſes upon this Oc- 
cafion. —For Tacitus aſſures us, that in Nero's Days,” 
who begun his Reign about Twenty Years after. the 
Death of Chri/, there was a vaſt Multitude of Chri/- 
% tians, not only in Fudea, but at Rome too; againſt 
% whom: Nero raiſed a Perſecution, attended with ſuch 
% Circumſtances of Ignominy and Cruelty, as moved 
% the Compaſſion even of their Enemies ;“ of which 
Number this Hiftorian evidently was“. Nay he plain- 
ly intimates, that this was not the fr Attempt which had 
been made to craſh: them; though this Attempt was 
ſo early as we have heard. —— His Contemporary Sue to- 
mins, in his more conciſe Manner, atteſts the fame'+.— 
And Pliny, the intimate Friend and Correſpondent of 
both, being employed in Trajan's Time to perſecute the 
briſtiams, writes an Account of them to that Emperor, 
which, though commonly known, muſt be mentioned, 
as it is ſo highly important. After having ſpoken very 
favourably of their Moral Character, he adds, That 
% many of both Sexes, and of every Age and Rank, 
«« were infected with this Superſtition; as he thinks fit 
8 22 0 f to 


* Nero quæſitiſſimis pcen's affecit, quos, per Flagitia inviſos, vul- 
guss (briſtianos appellabat.— Repreſſa in præſens exitiabilis Superſtitio, 
rutſus erumpebat, non modo per Judzam, originem <jns mali, ſed 
per urbem etiam, &c.—Multitudo ingens—Odio human! generis con- 
victi ſunt; & pereuntibus addita Ludibria,—unde Miſcr-tio orieba- 
tur, & c. Tacit, Aunul. Lib xv. c. 44. | 


+ Affe fupplictis CBriſiiar, Genus hominum Superſtitionis nau 
ae maleficæ. Sueton. Ner. cap. XVI. ; 


1 


Sg RM, I. an antient Religion. | 19 


exprels it; that it Was into the Villages, as 
« well as the Cities; and chars ul he begun to put the 
Laws in Execution againſt them, the Temples of the 
« Heathen Deities were almoſt "deſerted, and hardly 
„% any could be found who would buy Victims for 
« them 1.“ It might be added, that Marcus 
Antoninus F, who wrote a few: Years after Pliny, men- 
tions the Chriſtians, ** as Examples of a refolute and 
obſtinate Contempt of Death: And it & generally 
fuppoſed, they are the Galileant, whom Epictetus ſpeaks 
of *, © as thoſe whom Practice had taught to deſpiſe the 
Rage of their armed Enemies.” 4+ | 


* 


I 5HALL diſmiſs this Head with obſerving, that. it 
tends wi to the Confirmation of Chriſtianity, that 
each of theſe celebrated and ancient Pagan Writers, 5 


1 Multi omnis Ætatis, omnis Ordinis, utriuſque Sexus etiam vo- 
cantur in periculum. Neque Civitates tantum, ſed Vieos etiam, at- 
qua Agros, Superſtitionis iſtivs Contagio pet vagata eſt;—prope jam 
deſolata Templa,— & Ber Solennia diu intermiſſa : —Vidimas, 

quarum adhuc rariſſimus Emptor inveniebatur. Fin. Epiſt. Lib. x. 
pf. 97. : 


S Erap@® aN re owparO-, un neva $iAnv rafa vH 
g o Xeigiavos, Marc. 1 Lb. as , — [See alfo this 
Emperor's Corftitution to the Community of , (as inſerted by Eu- 
ſebtus in his Eccleflaftical ine g Lib. iv. 55 13.) in Which he 
mentions their perſecuting the Chriſtians to Death ; r Xęictavse 
Toners ew; Navar and ſpeaks of theſe Perſecutions as having con- 
tinued a conſiderable Time V. B. This wes inſerted in Malice“ 
Apology for the Chriftians, which he wrote in that Emperor's Reign, 
ſo that there cannot be the leaſt Doubt of its being genuine. 


* Two peayiag; fry TuyaTai Tic ure Nia reh 9 S- Tavra, (do- 
evg og ſcil. u praxaigag) nay vio eg e Taue. Arrian, Epittets 
Lis. iv. cap. 7» Fag. 400. | ; a 


[Ibis would be the proper Place to mention the Paſſage ſaid to 
be in Phils Judæus, (who was conterpporary with the Apoſtles,) re- 
lating to the Chriſtians in his Days, and the Methods taken by an 
Embaſſy fr'm Feruſalem to prevent the Progreſs of their Religion: 
But though I verily believe the Fact to have been true, I omit it, for 
Reaſons which the Reader will find in a Nete under Head 3. of the 
next Sermon —Some 0'her Paſſages of Ancient MWiriters, which might 
be very pertinent here, I reſerve to mention under ſome following 
Heads, and particularly where I ſhall ſpeak of the Miraculous Propas' 
gation of the Goſpel, in Serm, x.] | 1 
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' Tefliminijes that there was S RR. I. 
the ſame Time that they atteſt the Exiſtence of ſuch a 

Body of Men profeſſing is, inform us of thoſe extream 

Per ſecutions which they underwent, in the very Infancy 
of their Religion; a Fa# alſo farther apparent from the 
Apologies addreſſed by the Chriſtians to their Perſecu- 
| tors, which, whatever Imperſections may attend the 
* Manner in which ſome of them are writ, appear to me 
ſome of the moſt valuable Remains of Antiquity, (the 
Sacred Records only excepted,) eſpecially thoſe of Fuſin 

Martyr, Tertullian, and Minutius Flix. This fun- 
damental Point is then abundantly made out; that there 
were vaſt Numbers of Men, very quickly after the Time 
when Feſxs is ſaid to have appeared on Earth, who 
profeſſed his Religion, and choſe to endure the preate't 
remities, rather than they would abandon it. From 

- hence it will be eaſy to ne,, 


2. Tur there was certainly ſuch a Perſon as Feſus 
% of Nazareth, who was crucified at Jeruſalem, 

E _ Pontius Pilate was the Roman Governour 
there. | 


IT can never be imagined, that Multitudes of People 
ſhould take their Name from Chrift,- and ſacrifice. their 
Lives for their Adherence to him; even in the ſame 
Age in which he is ſaid to have lived, if they had not 
been well aſſured, there was ſuch a Perſon, Now ſeveral 
of the Authors I have mentioned plainly aſſert, that the 
Chriſtians were denominated from Chriſt; nay, Tacitus 


 expreſly adds, that he was put to Death under Pon- 4 
„ tins Pilate, who was Procurator of Fudæa, in the - 
Reign of Tiberius.“ And it is well known, that 1 

the primitive .Chriftian Apologifts often appeal to the > 
Ads of Pilate f, or the Memoirs of bis Government, 8 
Ee he, according to the Cuſtom. of other Procura- . 
ors, tranſmitted to Rome,) as containing an Account 1 
of theſe Tranſactions: And as the Appeal was made 10 
| | | to. 


% r e ous Cres, well Tibols impciitagts | per 
Procuratorem Pontium Pilatum ſupplicio affectus we Tacit, ubi 


a. 
2 Vid. Fuſtin, Mart Ap lig. Oper, Fag. 76. & Tertull. Apolag. 


eap. xxi, 


Ser 


* 


| SerRM. I.  fuch a Perſon as Feſus. 21 


to thoſe, who, had the Command of the publick Re- 
cords, we may aſſure ourſelves ſuch Teſtimonies were 
then extant. Bat it is a Fact, which our Enemies never 
denied? they owned it, they even gloried in it, and 
upbraĩded the CHriſtians with it. The Jeaus therefore 


in ſome of their earlieſt Writings ſince thoſe Times, 


call Feſus by the ignominious Name of “ the Man 
«© who was hanged, or crucified,” and his Followers, 
«© the Servants of the crucified Perſon “.“ And Lucian 
rallies them for deſerting the pompous Train of the Hea- 
then Deities, to worſhip one whom he impiouſly calls 
« a crucihed Impoſtor +.” —| Spartian alſo aſſures us, 
that the Emperor Alexander Severus entertained ſuch 
high Thoughts of Chrift, that he would have ad mit- 
«© ted him into the Number of his Deities, and have 
«© built a Temple to him, had not his Pagan Subjects 
«« vigorouſly oppoſed it f” And Porphyry, though an 
inveterate Enemy to Chriſlianity, not only allowed there 


was ſuch a Perſon, but honoured him ** as a moſt wiſe 


% and pious Man, approved by the Gods, and taken up 
« into Heaven for his diſtinguiſhed Virtdes F.” ] 1 
might add a great deal more on this Head || ; but it 


already appears as certain as ancient Hiſtory can make it, 


and incomparably more certain than moſt of the FaQs 
which it has tranſmitted to us, that there was at the 
Time commonly ſuppoſed ſuch a Perſon as Chrift, who 


profeſſed 
® Buxtorf. Lex c. Talmud. in Voce wn 
+ Toy de aver xoXoTiofaevoy Exe5v2y Topipny avroy MprTRHUYWErS 


Lucian de Morte Peregrini, Oper, Tem, II pag. 568. [I might 


here inttoduce a great many other remarkable Particulars from tha 


Writer, which relate t the Fortitude of the Chriſtians in bear- 
<c ing Sufferings, their entire Submiſſion to the Au hority of Jeſus, 
& their unparalleled Chari'y to each other, the Prophets and Meſ- 
c ſengers of their Churches, and the great Prog: eſs of their Reli- 
4% gion.“ All theſe Things re mentioned in the | Pſeudomantss, 
and the Death of Peregri us, which are undoubtedly Lacian's: Not 
to mention thoſe very memorable Paſſag's in the Philopa'r s, which 


is of a much later Date. But a particular Deta 1 of th ſe Things 


would ſwell this Note to 2 ve y improper Bulk. 

Spartian, de Vita Severi, cap, xxix, & xlvi, 

Euſeb. Demenſtr. Evang. Lib. iii. pag. 134. 1 
ey nothing of the ce ebrated Paſſage in Jeſepbus, ¶ Antig. Lib. 
xvili. cap. 4.) becauſe it has been diſputed; though I know no con- 
ſiderable Objection againſt it, but its being ſo honoutable to Chriftiant- 
ty, ane tne would Bard y imagine a m could write it. 


WW 4 


* 


— 


22 Bit early under ſuch Names SRE RM. I. 
profeſſed himſelf a Divine Teacher, and who gathered 
many Diſciples, by whom his Religion was afterwards 


publiſhed in the World. 


3 . Ir is alfo certain, that the fr? Publißßers of 
« this Religion grote Books, which contained an 
«© Account of the Life and Doctrine of Feſus their 
«© Maſter, and which went by the Name of thoſe 


© that now make up our Nexww Teflament.” 
i 


Ir was in the Nature of Things exceeding. probable, 
that what they had en and beard, they would declare 
and publiſh to the World in Mriting (e); conſidering, 
how common Books were in the Age and Countries in 
which they taught; and of how great Importance an 
Acquaintance with the Hiſtory and Doctrine of Chri/# 
was, to the Purpoſes which they ſo ſtrenuouſly pur- 


ſued: But we have much more than ſuch a preſumptive 


Evidence. | 
Tus greateſt Adverſaries of Chriſtianity muſt grant, 
that we have Books of great Antiquity, written ſome 
Fourteen, others Fifteen, and ſome Sixteen Hundred Years 
ago * ; in which mention is made of the Life of Chriſt, 


as written by many, and eſpecially by Four of his 


Diſciples, who by way of Eminence are called the Evan- 
eliſts, Great Pains have indeed been taken to prove, 
at ſome ſpurious Pieces were publiſhed under the Names 
e e containing the Hiſtory of theſe Things: 
But ſurely this muſt imply, that it was a Thing known 
and allowed, that the Apr/t/es did write ſome Narra- 
tions of this Kind ; as counterfeit Coin implies ſome true 
Money, which it is deſigned to repreſent. And I am 
ſure, he muſt be very little acquainted with the ancient 


Zeelefraſtical' Writers, who does not know, that the 


Nimitive Chriſtians made a very grea; Difference be: 
tween thoſe Writings, which we call the Canonical Books 


of 


(4 *Johal. 307 0443 45 >:- 8 

4 Suck as Tuan, Ireneus, Tertulllan, Clemens Alexandrinus, Ori- 

2823 and many others: See Jones of the Caron, Part. iv. 
) Juflin' Marryr'v Controverſy with Tripho, and Origen's with 


_  Celfus, prove thatiFews and TIcat bent allow d, ot only that there 


were ſuch Bocks, but that they contained the Religion of Chriſtians, 
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cles of the Old Teſtament, as divinely inſpired, as the 


without great Guilt ; with many other Expreſſions of the 


| Church did receive certain Pieces, which bore the ſame 


SERM. I. as thoſe in the New Teſtament. 23 


of the New Te/tament, and others: Which cara. ſhews, 
that they did not judge of Writings, meerly.by the Names 
of their pretended Authors, but enquired with an Ac- 
curacy becoming the Importance of thoſe Pretences. The 
Reſult of this Enquiry was, that the Four Goſpels, the 
Acts, Thirteen Epiſtles of Paul, One of Peter, and One 
of 7ohn, were received upon ſuch Evidence, that Eu/e- 
bius, a moſt accurate and early Critick in theſe Things, 
could not learn that they had ever been diſputed + : And 
afterwards the remaining Books of the New Teſtament, 
Hebrews, James, the Second of Peter, the Second and 
Third of Jobn, Jude, and the Revelation were admit- 
ted as genuine, and added to the reſt; though ſome 
Circumſtances attending them rendered their Authority 
for a while a little dubious. On the whole it is plain, 
the primitive Chriſtians were ſo ſatisfied in the Autho- 
rity of theſe Sacred Books, that they ſpeak of them, not 
only as credible and authentick, but as equal to the Ora- 


Words of the Spirit, as the Law and Organ of GOD, 
and as the Rule of Faith, which cannot be contradicted 


like Kind, which often occur in their Diſcourſes. - To 
which I 'may add, that in ſome of their Councils, the 
New Teſtament was placed on a Throne, to ſignify their 
Concern, that all their Controverſies and Actions might 
be determined and regulated by it. | ONE 
Om the whole then, you ſee, that the primitive 
Titles with the Books of our New Teſtament. Now I 
think it is evident, they were as capable of judging whe- 
ther a Book was written by Matthew, Fohn, or Paul, 
as an ancient Roman could be of determining whether 
Horace, Tully, or Livy, wrote thoſe which go under 
their Names. And I am ſure, the lztere/t of the former 
was ſo- much more concerned in the Writings of the 
Apoſtles, than that of* the latter in the Compoſitions of 
the Poets, Qrators, or even their Hi/torians ; that there 
is Reaſon to believe, they would take much greater Care 
to inform - themſelves fully in the Merits of _— 
mats; Tr net a e een 2A 

1 Enſeb, Ecelef, Hiſt, Lib. vj. caps a. - OST 


— 


af) * 


21 The Impoſſibility of a general! SER M. I. 
and to avoid being impoſed upon by Artifice and Fiction. 
Let me now ſhew, | I. 1 N 


4. Tur the Books of the New Teſtament have 
«© been preſerved in the main ancorrupted, to the 
«« preſent Time, in the original Language in which 
% they were written,” | 


>» 


THis is a Matter of vaſt Importance, and bleſſed be 
God, it is attended with proportionable Evidence; an 
Ewidence, in which the Hand of Providence has indeed 
been remarkably ſeen ; for I am confident, that there 
is no other ancient Book in the World, which may ſo 
certainly, and ſo eaſily, be proved to be authentick. 

And here, I will not argue merely from the Piety of 
the primitive Chriſtians, and the Heroick Reſolution 
with which they choſe to endure the greateſt Extremi- 
ties, rather than they would deliver up their Bibles, 
though that be a Confideration of ſome evident Weight ;) 
but ſhall intreat you to conſider the utter Inpeſſibility of 
corrupting them. From the firſt Ages, they were re- 
a and read in the Churches, as a Part of their 
publick Worſhip, juſt as Maſes and the Prophets were in 
the Jeaviſß Synagogues; they were preſently ſpread far 
and wide, as the Boundaries of the Church were increaſ- 
ed; they were early tranſſared into other Languages, of 
which Tran//ations ſome remain to this Day. Now 
when this was the Caſe, how could they 1 be 
adulte rated ? Is it a Thing to be ſuppoſed, or imagined, 
that Thouſands and Millions of People ſhould have 
come together from diftant Countries ; and that with all 
their Diverſities of Language, add Cuſtoms, and I may 
add, of Sentiments too, they ſhould have agreed on cor- 
rupting'a Book, which they all acknowledged to be the 
Rule of their Faith, and their Manners, and the great 
Charter by which they held their Eternal Hopes. It 
were Madneſs to believe it: Eſpecially when we conſider 

what Numbers of Hereticks appeared in the very I 
of the Church, who all pretended to build their Notions 
on Scripture, and: moſt of them appealed to it as the final 
Judge * ae 1%, A7 it is certain, that theſe 
different Parties of profeſſing 3 ä 


parable, to that of the Quotation, taken from the New 


chance in ſome Places to inſert one Letter or Word for 
another, and the Various Readings of this, as well as of 


Teſtament, as they now ſtand in the Original, are, with- 
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Guard upon each other, and rendered it impoſlible for 


one Party, to practiſe groſly on the Sacred Books, with- 
out the Diſcovery, and the Clamour of the reſt, *% 

Non muſt I omit to remind you, that in every Age, 
from the Apoſtles Time to our own, there have been 
numberleſs 2uotations made from the Books of the Neu 
Teflament; and a Multitude of Commentaries in various 
Languages, and ſome of very ancient Date, have been 
written upon them : So that if the Books themſelves were 
loſt, I believe they might in a great Meaſure, if not en- 
tirely, be recovered from the Writings of others. And 
one might venture to ſay, that if all the Duotations, 
which have ever been made from all the ancient Wri- 
tings now remaining in Europe, were to be amaſſed to- 
he. the Balk of them would be by no Means com- 


Teſtament alone, So that a Man might with a much 
better Face diſpute, whether the Writings aſcribed to 
Homer, Demoſthenes, Virgil, or Cæſar, be in the main 
ſuch as they left them ; than he could queſtion it con- 
cerning thoſe of Matthew, Mark, Luke, Fohn, Pe- 
ter, 3 and Paul, whether they are in the 
main ſo. : 

I 8ay, in the main, becauſe we readily allow, that 
the Hand of a Printer, or of a Tranſcriber, might 


all other ancient Books, prove, that this has ſometimes 
been the Caſe. Nevertheleſs thoſe Variaus Readings 
are generally of ſo little Importance, that he who can 
urge them as an Objection againſt the Aſſertion we are 
now maintaining, mult have little Judgment, or little In- 
tegrity; and indeed, after thoſe excellent Things which 
have been ſaid on the Subject by many Defenders of 
Chreſtianity, if he have read their Writings, he muſt. 
have. little Modeſty too. | | 
Six then it appears, that the Books of the New 


out any material Alteration, ſuch as they were, 'when 


they came from the Hands of the Perſons whoſe Names 
they bear ; nothing remains to compleat this Part of the 


Argument, but to ſhew, 
| 5. Taanr 
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ob. 10 Taar the Tran/lation of them, now in your 
% Hands, may be depended upon, as in all Things 
«© molt material, agreeable to the Original.” 


Tuts is @ Fag, of which the Generality of you 
are not capable of judging immediately, yet it is a 
Matter of great Importance: It is therefore a very 
great Pleaſure to me to think, what ample Evidence 
you may find another Way, to make your Minds as eaſy 
"on this Head, as you could reaſonably wiſh them. 1 -& > 
mean, by the concurrent Te/timony of others, in Cir- 
.cumſtances in which you cannot imagine they would unite 
to deceive you. 8 
Turk are, to be ſure, very few of as, whoſe 
Office it is publickly to preach he Goſpel, who have 
not examined this Matter with Care, and who are not 
capable of judging in ſo eaſy a Caſe. I believe you 
have ſeen few in the Place where I now ſtand, that 
.could not have told you, as I now ſolemnly do, that, on 
a diligent Compariſon of our Tranſlation with the 
Original, we find that of the New Teftament, (and I 
might alſo add, that of the Old,) in the main faithful 
and judicious, You know indeed, that we do not ſeru- 
ll le on ſome Occaſions to animadvert upon it ; but you 
| | .alſo know, that theſe Remarks affect not the Fundamen- 
| | tals of Religion, and ſeldom reach, any farther than the 
ſi Beauty of a Figure, or at moſt the Connection of an | 
| Argument. Nay, I can confidently ſay, that, to the beſt . 
th of my Knowledge and Remembrance, as there is no 
Copy of the Greek, ſo neither is there any Tran/lation 


| of the New Teflament which I have ſeen, whether an- 
cient. or modern, how defeQiye or faulty ſoever, from 
I which all the principal Facts and Doctrines of Chri/tiani- 
9 might not be learnt, ſo far as the Knowledge of them 
| is neceſſary to Salvation, or even to ſome conſiderable 
| | Degrees of . Edification in Piety. Nor do I except 
| from this Remark, even that moſt erroneous and corrupt 
| Ferfon, publiſhed by the Engliſh Feſuits at Rheims, 
which is undoubtly one of the worſt that ever appeared 


Jn our Language, | Bor 


Sura. I. ua be dapended s. 27 
Bor I deſire not, that with RefpeR to our owy Fran- 
AHatian of the New Teflament, a Matter of fo great 
Moment as the Fidelity of it' ſhould reſt on 71 bt. 
mony alone, or entirely on that of any of my Brethren,” 
for ,whoſe Integrity and Learning you may have the 
greateſt: and juſteſt Eſteem. I rejoice to ſay, that this 
is a Head, on which we cannot poſſibly deceive you, if* 
we were ever ſo defirous to do it. And indeed in this 
Reſpect, that is our Advantage, which in others is our 
great Calamity, I mean the Diver/ity of our Religious 
Opinions. It is certain, that whereſoever there is a Body bl 
| of Di//enters from the publick Eſtabliſhment, who do 
| yet agree with their Brethren of that Eſtabliſhment in 
f the Uſe of the /ame Tranſlation, though they are capa- 
ble of examining it, and Judging of it; there is as great 
Evidence as could reaſonably be deſired, that /uch a 2 
ation is in the main Right: for if it were in any con- 
ſiderable Article corrupted, moſt of the other Debates 
| would quickly loſe themſelves in this: And though 
LY ſuch Diſſenters had all that Candor, Tenderneſs, and 
| Reſpect for their Fellow- Chriſtians, which I hope we 
ſhall always endeavour to maintain, yet they would, no 
doubt, think themſelves obliged in Conſcience to bear 
a warm and loud Teftimgny againſt ſo crying an Abo- 
mination, as they would another Day appear free from 
the Guilt of a Confederacy, to poiſon the publick Foun- 
tains, and deſtroy the Souls of Men. But we make no 
Complaint on this Subject ; we all unite in bearing our 
Teſtimony to the Oracles of GOD, as delivered in our 
1 own Language, Oh that we were equally united in re- 
gulating our Doctrine, and our Diſcipline, our Worſhip. 
and our Practice by them 
Vou ſee then, on the whole, how much Reaſon there 
is to believe, ** that the Books of the Nexw Teſament, as 
„they are now in your Hands, were auritten by thoſe * 
«© whoſe Names they bear, even the firſt Preachers and 
; * Publiſhers of Chriſtianity.” This is the grand Point; 
and from kence it will follow by a Train of eaſy and 
natural Conſequences, that zhe Goſpel is moſt certainly 
true: But that is a Topick of Argument, abundantly 
ſufficient to furniſh out Matter for another Diſcourſe. 
N May Gop commmand his Bleſſing on what has been 
| | We. 7 already 
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0 Amen. | | 
el. 8,17, (t) John ail, 3. 
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i | already laid before us, ens Cannon of Bs 


| Spire it may be uſeful for eſta _— our ng ore 
| e Scripture, and for confirming our Faith in that Al- 


mighty „ who is the Alpha and the Omega, the 


I | Beginning. and the End, the Firft and the' Laſt (f); 


evhom to know is Life everlaſling (g, and in whom to 
believe is the great Security of ane eternal Salvation 
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The Evidences of CHRISTIAN ITV, 1 
deduced from the New Teſtament al- 
lowed to be genuine. 1 


2 PRT. i. 16. | A 


. have not followed cunningly deviſed 4 
Fables. ̃ 4 


HEN we are addreſũng ourſelves to an Au- 
T1359 dience of profeſſing Chriſtians, I think, - 
W. we may reaſonably take it for granted, in 
the main Courſe of our Miniſtry, that 
they believe the Truth of the Goſpel, and 
may argue with them on that Suppoſition, Te be ever 
laying the Foundation would be the Part of an unwiſe 
Builder, and be greatly detrimental to your Edification 
and Comfort, and I may add, to our own. Nevertheleſs, 
Chriſtians, we do not deſire, that you ſhould take it 
merely upon our Word, that your Religion is Divine, 
and your Scriptures inſpired. We deſire, that your 
Faith, as well as your Worſhip, ſhould be a reaſonable 
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Service (a); and wiſh, that, in this Reſpect, all the 

- Lord's People were as Prophets (b) ; that as A 
Chriſtian is in his Sphere ſet for the Defence of the Gofe i 
pel (e), each might in ſome Meaſure be able to aſſert 

a ot, its 


Recapitulation, SRAM. II. 
its Truth, and if poſſible, 7 conwince Gainſayers (4): 
Therefore, as we are often hinting at the chief Argu- 
ments, on which this ſacred Cauſe is eſtabliſhed, (eſta- 
liſhed, I truſt, fo firmly, that e Gates of Hell all 
newer prevail againſt it (e) ;) fo I thought it might be 
* agreeable and uſeful, on this Occaſion, to ſtate them 
a little more largely, in their proper Connection, and 
mutual Dependance. And I choſe the rather to do it, 
as theſe Sermons are eſpecially intended for young People, 
who in an Age in which Infidelity ſo much abounds, can 
hardly expect to paſs through the World, if they are 
called to converſe much in it, without ſome Attacks on 
their Faith; which may be very dangerous, if they 
are not 1 with ſome Armour of Proof apainit 
them. It is indeed, (as I before obſeryed,) above all 
Things to be defired, that the Heart may be eftabliſhed 
with Grace V); for we are then moſt ſecure from the 
Danger of forgetting G O D's Pretepis (g), when they 
have been the bleſſed Means of guickening us to a Divine 
Life. Vet as other Arguments have their Uſe, and in 
ſome Degree their y too; I ſhall go on briefly to 
* propoſe them. | 
IBE therefore, that you would renew your At- 
- tention, while I reſume the Thread of my Diſcourſe, in 
an entite Dependance on the bleſſed Spirit, by whom 
the Geſpel was at firſt revealed and confirmed, to add 
Succeſs to this humble Attempt for its Service, and for 
your Edifica tion. 
Inu now ſhewing you, that Chriflianity, which be- 
fore appeared i Theory probable and rational, has in 
Fa# a convincing Evidence: Not only that i* may be, 
but that 7? certainly is true; as it is certain, that the 
New Teflament, as now in your Hands, is genuine: 
and as it may with great Evidence be argued from 
thence, that the Gofpe/ is a Rewelation from 60D. The 
Nuß of theſe Points I have endeavoured to prove at large; 
and without repeating what I ſaid in Confirmation of it, 
I now proceed to ſhew, 1 


II, Thar 


(4) u. . 9. (.) Math, xvi, 1. (/) Heb, xii. 9. 
e) Fial. CXIX, 93+ c , | 


Sr RM. II. Summary of the Argument. 3t 

II. Tur from allowing the New Teflament to 

l be genuine, it will certainly follow, that Ci 
tianity is a Divine Revelation.” 


Anp here a Man is, at firſt, ready to be loſt in the 


Multiplicity of Arguments which ſurround him. It is 


very eaſy to find Prog; but difficult to range and diſ- 


poſe them in ſuch an Order, as beſt to illuſtrate and 


confirm each other. Now I chuſe to offer them in the 
following Series, which ſeems to me the moſt natural, 
and perhaps may be moſt intelligible to you. 


Tus Authors of the Books contained in the Nabe 


Teftament were certainly capable of judging concerning the 
Truth of the Fa#s they atteſted ;— 
far as we can judge of it by their Writings, renders them 
abort hy of Regard ;— 
tion to attempt to impoſe on the World by ſuch a Story 
as they have given us, if it had been falſe; So that con- 
ſidering all Things, there is no Reaſon to believe they 
would attempt it : -—— But if they had, they muſt pro- 
bably have periſhed in the Attempt, and could ever 


have gained Credit in the World, had their Teſtimony ' 


been falſe. Nevertheleſs it is certain in FaR, that 
they did gain Credit, and ſucceed in a moſt amazing 
Manner again all Oppoſition.— 


and is reaſonable for us, to receive the Go/pe/ as a Di- 
wine Revelation ; -— eſpecially, if we conſider what has 
happened in the World for the Confirmation of it, fince 


it was firſt propagated by them. This is the Concluſion, - 1 
to which I was to lead you; and I beg, you would 
ſeriouſly conſider each of the Steps, by which we ar- 


rive at it. 


ier excceding evident, „that the Mriters of the 


% Neaw Teſſa ment certainly Aneab, whether the Fact, 
«« they aſſerted were true, or falſe,” _ 


Aus this they muſt have #nown for this plain Reaſon ; 
becauſe they tell us, they did not truſt merely to the 


0 C 4 Report, 


— 


and they were under no Tempta- 


It is certain therefore, 
that the Facts they aſſert were true; and if they were 
true, then it was reaſonable for their Contemporaries, 
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Report, even of Perſons whom they thought moſt cre- 


dible; but were preſent themſelves, when ſeveral of the 
moſt important Facts happened, and ſo received them 
on the Teftimony of their own Senfes. On this St. John 
in his Epiſtle lays a very great and reaſonable Streſs : 
That which wwe have ſeen with our Eyes, and that not 
only by a ſudden Glance, but which we hape atten- 
tively looled upon, and which even our Hands have hand- 


bed of the Word of Life, i. e. of Chrift and his Goſpel, — 


declare aus unto you (Y). 

Lr the common Senſe of Mankind judge here. Did 
not Matthew and Jobn certainly know, whether they 
had perſonally and familiarly conver/ed with Feſus of Na- 
&areth, or not? whether he had cho/en them for his 
conſtant Attendants and Apaſtles? whether they had ſeen 
him heal the Sick, diſpoſſeſs Devils, and raiſe the Dead? 
and whether they themſelyes had received from him ſuch 
miraculous Endowments, as they ſay he beſtowed upon 
them? Did not they know, whether he fell into the 
Hands of his Enemies, and was publickly put to Death, 
or not? Did not Fohn know, whether he ſaw him ex- 
firing on the Croſs, or not? and whether he received 
from him the dying Charge which he records (i)? Did 
he not now, whether he ſaw him wounded in the Side 
with a Spear, or not? and whether he did, or did not 
ſee, that Effion of Blood and Water, which was an infa!- 
lible Argument of his being really dead? Concernin 
which, it being ſo material a Circumſtance, he adds, He 
that ſax it bare Record, and he knoweth that he ſaith 
true (k) ; i. e. that it was a Caſe, in which he could not 
poſſibly be deceived. And with Regard to Chris Re- 
furreFion, did he not certainly know), whether he ſaw 
our Lord again and again; and whether he handled his 
Body, that he might be ſure it was not a mere Phantom ? 
What one Circumſtance of his Life could he certainly 


' know, if he were miſtaken in this ? 


Dip not Luke know, whether he was in the Shi 
with Paul, when. that extraordinary Wreck happen 
by which they we thrown aſhore on the Iſland of Malia? 
Did he not #noww} whether while they were /odged 2 

| | gether 


(% 1 Jchn 1. 1, 3. (i) John xix. 27, (A) Jchn 


1. 35. 
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gether in the Gowernour's Houſe, Paul miraculouſly heal- 


ed one of the Family, and many other diſeaſed Perſons in 
the Iſland, as he nn aſſerts that he did (? 


Dio not Paul certainly &now, whether Chrift ap- 
peared to him on the Way to Damaſcus, or not? whether 
he was blind, and afterwards on the Prayer of a Fellow- 
Diſciple received his Sight? or was that a Circumſtance, 
in which there could be Room for Miſtake ? Did he not 

know, whether he received ſuch extraordinary Revela- 
tions, and extraordinary Powers, as to be able, by the 


Impoſition of bis Hands, or by the Words of his Mouth, 


to work Miracles, and even to convey ſupernatural En- 
dowments to others ? 

To add no more, Did not Peter know, whether he 
Saw the Glory of Chrifl's Transfiguration, and heard that 
Voice to which he ſo expreſly refers, when he ſays in 
the Text, Ve have not followed cunningly deviſed Fa- 
bles, — but were Eye witneſſes of his Majeſty, ——— 
aohen there came ſuch a Voice to him; and this Voice 
abe heard (ni). Br 14 

Now Matthexw, Fohn, Luke, Paul, and Peter, are 
by far the moſt conſiderable Writers of the New Teſla- 


ment; and I am ſure, when you reflect on theſe Particu- 


lars, you maſt own, that there are few Hiftorians, an- 
cient or modern, that could % certainly judge of the 
Truth of the Fas they have related. You may per- 
haps think, I have enlarged too much in ſtating ſo clear 
a Caſe: But you will pleaſe to remember, it is the 


Foundation of the whole Argument; and that this * 
Branch of it alone cuts off Infidels from that Refuge, 
"which I believe they would generally chuſe, that of 
pleading the Apoſtles avere Enthufiaſts ; and leaves tem 


ſilent, unleſs they will ſay they were Inpoſtors: For 
proc ſee, that could we ſuppoſe theſe Facts to 


Miſtake, but muſt, in the moſt criminal and aggravated 
Senſe, as Paul himſelf expreſſes. it, be found falſe Wit- 
efſes of GOD (xn). But how unreaſonable it would be 
to charge them with ſo notorious a Crime, will in part 
appear, if we conſider, þ 374 | 
| MX HE 2. THAT, 


XV, 15. 


— 


(1) A xxviii, 7-9. () 2 Pet, i, 16, 18, (n) 1 Cor. 


falſe, they could by no Means pretend an involuntary 
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34 De Obaracter of theſe Writers SꝶxRM. II. 


2. Tr the Character of theſe Writers, To far 

- ** as we can judge by their Works, ſeems to render 
% them wvorthy of Regard, and leaves no Room to 

imagine they intended to deceive us.” 


IT 8HALL not ſtay to ſhew at large, that they a 
to have been Perſons of natural N and at % * 
of their writing, of a compoſed Mind; for I verily be- 
lieve, no Man that ever read the New Teflament with 
Attention, could believe they were [diots or Madmen. 
Let the Diſcourſes of Chriſt in the Ewangeliſis, of Peter 
and Paul in the As, as well as many Paſſages in the 


. Epiſiles be peruſed ; and I will venture to ſay, he who 


is not even charmed with them, muſt be a Stranger to all 
the juſteſt Rules of polite Criticiſm : But he who ſuf- 
perks, that the Writers wanted common Senſe, muſt him- 
elf be moſt evidently deſtitute of it; and he who can 
fuſpeQ, they might poſſibly be difra&ed, muſt himſelf, 
in this Inſtance at leaſt, be juſt as mad as he imagines 
them to have been, | ys l : 

"IT was neceſſary however juſt to touch upon this; 
becauſe, unleſs we are ſatisfied, that a Perſon be him/e/F 
in what he writes, we cannot pretend to determine his 
Character from his Writings, Having premiſed this, I 
muſt intreat you, as you peruſe the New Teſtament, to 
obſerve what evident Marks it bears, of Simplicity and 
Integrity, of Piety and Benevolence; which when you 
have obſerved, you will find them pleading the Cauſe 
of its Authors, with a reſiſtleſs, though a gentle Elo- 
quence; and powerfully perſuading the Mind, that Men, 
who were capable of writing ſo excellently well, are 
not, without the ſtrongeſt Evidence, to be ſuſpected of 
acting ſo deteſtably ill, as we muſt ſuppoſe they did, 
if in this folemn Manner they were carrying on an 
Impoſture, in ſuch Circumſtances as attended the Caſe 


- 


before us. - For, | | 


(..) The Manner in which they tell their amazing 
Story, is moſt happily adapted to gain our Belief. For 
as they tell it with a great Detail Circumſtances, which 
would by no Means be prudent in legendary N 
, 79 . | . 2 3 CY cau 4 


SE RM. II. ts ſuch as is worthy of Rigarxd. 35 
becauſe it leaves ſo much the more Room for Confuta- 
tion; fo they alſo do it in the moſt 2a/y and natural 
Manner. There is no Air of Declamation and Haranguez * 
nothing that looks like Artifice and Deſign : No Apo- 
logies, no Encomiums, no Characters, no Reflections, 
no Digreſſions: But the Fa#s are recounted with great 
Simplicity, juſt as they ſeem to have happened ; and 
| thoſe Facts are left to ſpeak for themſelves, and their 
— great Author, It is plain, that the reſt of theſe Friters, 
: as well as the Apoſtle Paul, did not affect Excellency of 
Speech, or Flights of Elequence, (as the Phraſe fignihes), 
but determined to know nothing, though amongſt the moſt 
learned and polite, ſave Feſus Chriſt, even him that 
was crucified (o): A Conduct, that is the more to be 
admired, when we conſider how extraordinary a Theme 
theirs was, and with what abundant&of Variety of moſt 
pathetick Declamation it would eaſily have furniſhed 
any common Writer; ſo that one would really wonder, 
how they could forbear it. But they rightly judged, that 
a vain Affectation of Ornament, when recording ſuch a 
Story as of their own Knowledge, might perhaps have 
brought their Sircerity into Queſtion, and ſo have ren- 

dered the Croſs f Chriſt of none Effet (p]. 


(2.) Tais Integrity does likewiſe evidently appear 

in the Freedom with which they mention thoſe Circum- 
ſtances, which might have expoſed their Maſter and 

- themſelves to the greateſt Contempt, amongſt prejudiced. 
64 and inconſiderate Men; ſuch as they knew they muſt 
generally expect to meet with. — As to their Maſter, 

they ſcruple not to own, that his Country was infa- 

mous (2), his Birth and Education mean (0, and his 

Life indigent (/); that he was moſt diſda infully rejected 

by the Rulers (7), and accuſed of Sabbath- breaking (a), 
Blaſphemy (av), and Sedition (x) ; that he was reviled 


(o) 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. untpoxnv Ne. () 1 Cor. i. 17, 
(2) John i. 45, 46. vii. 52. (r) Luke ii, 4,—7. Matt. xiii. 
55. Mark vi. 3. (Y Matt, viii. 20. Lake viii, 3. (2) John | 
vii, 48, 1 Cor. ii,- 8. (x) John v. 16. ix. 16, _ 4%) Matt. f 
ix. 3. Xxvi. 65, Joho x, 31,36, (x) Luke ii. 2, John 
Xix, 112 | . . 


— 


—— — — — 
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by the Populace, as a Debauchee (y) a Lunatick (⁊), 
and a Dæmoniac (3); and at laſt, by the united Rage 
of both Rulers and People, was publickly executed as 
the vileſt of MalefaQors, with all imaginable Circum- 
ſtances of Ignominy, Scorn, and Abhorrence (5) : Nor 
do they ſcruple to own that Terror and Diſtreſs of Spirit 
into which he was thrown by his Sufferings (c), though 
this was a Circumſtance, at which ſome of the Heathens 
took. the greateſt Offence, as utterly unworthy ſo excel- 
lent and Divine a Perſon. As to themſelves, the 
Apoſtles readily confels, not only the Meanneſs of their 
original Employments (d), and the Scandals of their 
former Life (e); but their Prejudices, their Follies, and 
their Faults, after Chriſt had honoured them with ſo 
holy a Calling : ay acknowledge their Slowneſs' of 
Apprehenſion under ſo excellent a Teacher (//, their 
Unbelief (g), their Cowardice (5), their Ambition (i), 
their raſh Zeal (4), and their foolliſh Contentions (J). So 
that on the whole, they ſeem every where to forget, 
that they are writing of themſelves, and appear not at 
all ſolicitous about their own Reputation, but only that 
they might repreſent the Matter juſt as it was, whether 
they went through Honour or Diſhonour, through evil 
Report or good Report (m). Nor is this all; for, 


(3). Ir is certain, that there are in their Writin 
the moſt 13 Traces, not only of a plain and honeſt, 
but a moſt pious and dewout, a moſt benevolent and ge- 
nervous Diſpoſition. Theſe 7 eſpecially in the Epi 
tolary Parts of the New Teſtament, where indeed we 
ſhould moſt reaſonably expect to find them: And of 
theſe I may confidently affirm, that the greater Progreſs 

Vany 


66 Matt, zi, 19. Luke vii. 34. (z) John x. 20. 
{#) ohn Vile 20. viii. 48. (5 Matt. xxvii. 32— 44. 

6) Matt. xxvi. 38. Luke xxii, 44. Matt. xxvii. 46. (d) Matt. 
zv. 18,.—21. Luke v. 10. fe) Matt, ix, 9. x. 3. Luke 
 v.8. Ads xxii. 4, 5. xxvi. 11. 1 Tim. 1. 13, 15. Mark 
ix, 32. Luke ix. 45, xviii. 34. Matt. xvi, 22, 23. (g) Matt, 
viii. 26, xvii, 20. Mark xvi, 14+ Luke xxiv. 25, John xx. 


24,27. (5) Matt, xxvi. 56, 69,74, Gal. ii. 11,.—14. 
(5) Matt. xx. 20, —24. Mark x. 35,44. Luke ix. 46. xxii, 
24, 26. (Y Luke ix, 54+ Mark ix. 38. (7) Mark ir. 


94. Af xu. 37 1% () 2 Cor, u. 8. 
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any one has made, in Love to Gos (), in Zeal for 
his Glory (o), in a compaſſionate and generous Concern 
for the preſent and future Happineſs of Mankind (5); 
the more humble (), and candid (r), and temperate (/}, 
and pure (7) he is; the more ardently he loves Truth, 
and the more ſteadily he is determined to ſuffer the 
greateſt Extremity in its Defence (2); in a Word, the 
more his Heart is weaned from the preſent World (ev), 
and the more it is fired with the Proſpects of a glorious 
Immortality (x); the more Pleaſure will he take in 
reading thoſe Writings, the more will he reliſh the Spirit 
which diſcovers itſelf in them, and find; that as Face 
"anſwers to Face in Water, ſo do the Traces of Piety and 
Goodneſs, which appear there, anſwer to thoſe which a 
Good Man feels in his own Soul. Nay, I will add, that 
the warm and genuine Workings of that excellent and 
holy Temper, which every where diſcovers itſelf in the 
New Teflament, have for many Ages been the moſt ef- 
fectual Means of ſpreading a Spirit of Virtue and Piety 
in the World ; * what of it is to be found in theſe 
degenerate Days, ſeems principally owing to theſe in- 
comparable and truly Divine Writings. 


[Wur xx 


(n) x Cor. vii. 3. Tit. iii. 4,7. 1 John iv. 16,—2 1. v. 1,—3. 
(e) Rom. vi. 11, 13. Xii. 1. xiv. 7, 8. 1 Cr. vi. 20. X. 31. 
2 Cor. iv, 15. 1 Pet. iv. 11. (p) Acts xx. 20, 21, 31,.—35. 
XXVi. 29, Rom, ix. 1 —3. iii. 8,.—10. xv. 1, 2. 1 Cor. x. 
24. 2 Cor. xii, 15. Gal. vi, 10. Phil. ii. 4. 1 Theſ. ii. 7, 8, 

k id 11, 12. 1 Tim. ii, 1, (q) Rom. xii. 3, 16, 1 Cor, xv. 9, 10. 
Eph. iii. 8. Col, iii, 12, 1 Tim. i. 13, 15. 1 Pet. v. 3. (r) Rom, 
iv. J, 10, 13, 19 XV. I, | I Cor, viii. 9 — 13. x11, 4.— 6 
Gal. v. 22. (/) Rom, xiii. 13, 14. 1 Cor. ix. 7. Gal. v. 24. 
Col. iii. 5, 2 Pet. i. 6. (f) 2 Cor. vii. 1. Phil. iv. 8. 1 Theſſ. 
Iv. 3» 4. 2 Tim. ii. 21, Heb, x. 22. xii. 14. Jam. i. 27. 
| x Joha iii, 3. (u) Ads xx. 24. 2 Cor, i, 12, iv. 2, Xili. 8, 
"_ Phil. ii, 17, 18. 2 Tim. iv. 7. (w) 2 Cor. iv. 18, Gal, vi. 14. 
ö Phil, iv. 11, 12. Col. iii. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 6,—10. Tim. ii. 3, 4. 
x John ii, 15, 16. (x) 2 Cor. v. 1,—8. Phil, i. 21,—23. 
2 Tim. i. 12. iv. 8. Tit. ii. 13. f | 
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N. B. Thoſe who ate acquainted with the Neu. T:fament will 
k'.ow, that this is but a ſmall Specimen of he Tex s which might 
erfily be collected on cach of theſe Heads: Yet were the Energy of 
thefe few attentively conſidered, I cannot but think, that every well 
— Mind would. be deeply ſtruek, and powerfully convinced by 

" | 
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33 Such Writers were incapable. SE R M. II. 
[Waz az then there are ſuch, genuine Marks of an 
excellent Character, not only in laboured Diſcourſes, but 
in Epiſolary Writings, and thoſe ſometimes addreſſed to 
particalar and intimate Friends, to whom the Mind na- 
turally opens itſelf with the greateſt Freedom, ſurely no 
candid and equitable Judge would- lightly believe them 
to be all . or would imagine, without ſtrong 
Proof, that Perſons who breathe ſuch exalted Sentiments 
of Virtue and Piety, ſhould be guilty of any notorious 
Witkedneſs And in Proportion to the Degree of Enor- 
mity and Aggravation attending ſuch a /uppo/ed Crime, 
it may juſtly be expected, that the Evidence of their 
having really committed it, ſhould be unanſwerably ſtrong 


and convincing. 


Now it is moſt certain, on the Principles laid down 
above, that if the Teſimony of the Apoſtles was falſe, 
they mult have acted as deteſtable and villainous a Part, 
as one can eaſily conceive, To be found (as the Apoſtie 
with his uſual Energy expreſſes it), falſe Witneſſes of 
GOD (y) in any ſingle Inſtance, and ſolemnly to de- 
clare him miraculouſly to have done, what we know in 
our own Conſciences was never done at all, would be 
an audacious Degree of Inpiety, to which none but the 
moſt abandoned of Mankind could arrive. Yet, if the 
Teftimony of the Apoſtles was: falſe, as we have proved 
they could not be 7hem/elves miſtaken in it, this mult 
have been their Conduct, and that, not in One fingle 
Inſtance only, but in a Thouſand. Their Life muſt, in 
effect, be one continued and perpetual Scene of Perjury ; 
and all the moſt folemn Actions of ft (in which they 
were ſpeaking 4 GOD, or ſpeaking of him as the GOD 
and Father of Chriſt, from whom they received their 
Miffion and Powers), muſt be a moſt profane and daring 
Inſult on all the acknowledged Perfections of his Na- 
ture. mm | a | 
And the Inhumanity of ſuch a Conduct would, on 
the whole, have been equal to its Inpiety. For it was 


deceiving Men in their moſt important Intereſts, and 


perſuading them to venture their whole future Happineſs 


on the Power and man of One, whom on this 


(y) 1 Cor, xv. 15. 8 
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Suppoſition, they knew to have been an Inpoſlor, and 
juſtly to have ſuffered a Capital Puniſhment for his 
Crimes. | 

IT would have been great Guilt, to have given the 
Hearts and Devotions of Men ſo wrong a Turn, even 
though they had found Magiſtrates ready to eſpouſe and 
eſtabliſh, yea, and to enforce the Religion they taught: 
But to labour to propagate it in the Midſt of the moſt 
vigorous and ſevere Oppoſition from them, mult equally 
inhance the Guilt, and Folly of the Undertaking : For 
by this Means they made themſelves acceſſary to the 
Ruin of Thouſands ; and all the .Calamities, which fell 
on ſuch Proſelytes, or even on their remoteſt Deſcen- 
dants, for the Sake of Chriſtianity, would be in a great 
Meaſure chargeable on theſe Firſt Preachers of it. The 
Blood of honeſt, yea, and (ſuppoſing them, as you muſt, 


to have been involuntarily deceived), of pious, worthy, 


and heroick Perſons, who might otherwiſe have been the 
greateſt Bleſſings to the Publick, would, in effect, be 
crying for Vengeance againſt chem; and the Diſtreſſes 
of the Widows and Orphans, which thoſe : Martyrs. 
might leave behind them, would join to ſwell the 
Account. | 

So that on the whole, the Guilt of thoſe MalefaFors, 
who are from Time to Time the Victims of publick 
Juſtice, even for Robbery, Murder, or Treaſon, is /mall, 
when compared with at which we have now been 
ſuppoſing : And corrupt as Human Nature is, it appears 
to me utterly improbable, that Zave/ve Men ſhould be 
found, I will not ſay, in one little Nation, but even 


on the whole Face of the Earth, who could be capable 


of entering into ſo black a Confederacy, on any Terms 
whatſoever. ; 
AND now, in this View of the Caſe, make a ſerious 
Pauſe, and compare with it, what we have juſt been 
ſaying of the Character of the Apoſtles of Fejus, ſo far 
as an Indifferent Perſon could conjecture it from their 
Writings ; and then ſay, whether you can in your Hearts 
believe them to have been theſe abandoned Wretches, at 
once the Reproach and Aſtoniſhment of Mankind? You 
cannot ſurely believe ſuch Things of any; and much 
leſs of hen, unleſs it ſhall appear, they were in ſome 


peculiar 


4 „ „„ 
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4 The Apoſtles bau no Temptation 8 N . II. 
| 
| 


liar Circumſtances of /rong Temptation; and what 
thoſe. Circumſtances could be, it is difficult even for Ima- 
1 gination to conceive. | 

Bur Hiſtory is ſo far from ſuggeſting any unthought- 
of Fact to help our Imagination on this Head, that it 


bears —_ the contrary Way ; and hardly any Part 
of my Wor 


is eaſter, than to ſhew,] 


3. © Trar they were under no Temptation to forge 
% a Story of this Kind, or to publiſh it to the 
« World, knowing it to be /a//e.” | 


tion by it: But on the contrary, ſuppoſing it an In- 
poſture, they muſt, with the moſt ordinary Share of Pru- 
|. . dence, have forſeen Infamy and Ruin, as the certain 
- Conſequences of attempting it. For the grand Foun- 
dation of. their Scheme was, that Je of Nazareth, 

1 who was crucified at Feruſalem by the Jeauiſb Rulers, 
|! was the Sen F GOD, and the Lord of all Things. 1 
| appeal to your Conſciences, whether this looks at all 
ike the Contrivance of artful and deſigning Men, It 

was evidently charging upon the Princes of their Coun- 
| the moſt criminal and aggravated Murder; indeed, 
| all Things confidered, the moſt enormous Act of Wicked- 
ne, which the Sun had ever ſeen, They might there- 

fore depend upon it, that he Rulers would immediate- 

ly employ all their Art and Power, to confute their 

Teftimony, and to deſtroy their Perſons, Accordingly 

one of them was preſently foned (z) and another quickly 

, after beheaded (a); and moſt of the reſt were ſcattered 
ebroad into ſtrange Cities (5), where they would be ſure 

to be received with great Prejudices, raiſed againſt them 

- amongſt the Fews by Reports from Feru/alem *, and 
| 2 | vaſtly 


(2) AQts vii. 59, (a) Acts xii, 2, (5) Ac vil. 1, 4. 
a 10. -- 


ll | Tux could reaſonably expect no Gain, no Reputa- 


ms — ——u—ę— — — 
* 


* 


* [I do not here mention Philo Judæus, as ſpeaking of an Em- 
4% baſly ſent from the Jegus in his early Days, to their Brethren in all 
« Parts of the World, exhorting them to reſiſt the Progreſs of 
cbriſianiy. For though Biſbip Atterbury aſſerts, that there js ok 
| "63 a PE 
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BE RM. H. to attempt an Impofture, 
vaſtly ſtrengthened by their Expectations of a Temporal . 


r 


Meſiab; Expectations, which, as the Apoſtles knew by 
their own Experience, it was exceeding difficult to root 
out of Mens Minds; Expectations, which would render 


the Doctrine of Chrift crucified, an inſeparable Stumbling- 


Black to the Feaus (c). 

Nox could they expect a much better Reception 
amongſt the Genti/es; with whom their Buſineſs was, 
to perſuade them to renounce the Gods of their An- 
ceſtors, and to depend on a Perſon who had died the 


Death of a Malefactor and a Slave; to perſuade them to 


forego the pompous Idolatries in which they had been 
educated, ahd all the ſenſual Indulgences with which 
their Religion (if it might be called @ Religion,) was 
attended, to worſhip one invifib/e GOD through one Me- 
diator, in the moſt plain and ſimple Manner; and to 
receive a Set of Precepts, moſt directly calculated to con- 
troul and reſtrain, not only the Enormities of Mens 
Actions, but the Irregularities of their Hearts. A moſt 


difficult Undertaking ! And to engage them to this, _ 


a Paſſage, (Serm, Vol, i. pag 117.) I have never been able te 


find, or to hear of it; and therefore am ready to believe, it 
was a very pardonable Slip of his Lordſhip's Memory, and that 
the Paſſage he intended to refer to, was a very celebrated and 
important one in Tuſtin Martyr's Dialogue with Tryphbo the Feto, 
in which he exprefly aſſerts ſuch a Fact, in a Manner which 
His Integrity and good Senſe would never have permitted, had he 
not certainly known it to be true. For he addreſſes the learned Jeto, 
with whom he was diſputing, in theſe memor⸗ble Words, ou covey 
2 jatlevengals ü og impatale dabei; ara apa; exnevlug ame 
n exMEtamnyo role SFE Lale cg macay , AFxoneg, 
alpte aFtov Xgigiavay wepnevai, xclancſcyle; Tavla awtp xa?” ny 
o ayvoulleg ng, wayle; Aeyacoiy : © You were fo far from repent- 
ing of the Crime you had committed, (in crucifying Cbriſt), that 
c you ſent choſen Men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Character all over 
ce the World, repreſenting the Chriſtians as an Atbeiſtical Sec, and 
« charging us with thoſe Things which the ignorant Heatbent object 
cc againſt us. Fuſtin, Mart, Dialog. cum Tryph. pag. 17 1. Th. 
Euſebius, and Origen, haye both mentioned the ſame Fact, which is 
in itſelf very probable ; and there may poſſibly be ſome Reference to 
it, As xxviii. 22, where the Fewvs at Reme ſay, At concerning this 
SeF (of Chriſtianity ), we know that it ts every where ſpoken 1 


(e) 1 Cor. i. 23. | 


—— 
1 They had nothing to expe? SER M. II. 


had no other Arguments to bring, but ſuch as were taken 
from the Views of an inviſible State of Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery, of which they aſſerted their cruciffed Fefus to be 
the ſupreme Diſpoſer ; who ſhould another Day diſpenſe 


his Bleſſings, or his Vengeance, as the Go/pe/ had been 
embraced, or rejected. Now could it beimagined, that 


Men would eaſily be perſuaded, merely on the Credit of 


their Affirmation, or in Compliance with their Impor- 


tunity, to believe Things which to their prejudiced 


Minds would appear ſo improbable, and to ſubmit to Im- 
poſitions, to their corrupt Inclinations fo inſapportable ? 
And if they could not perſuade them to it, what could 
the 4o/tles then expect? What, but to be imſulted as 
Fools or Madmen, by one Sort of People; and by ano- 
ther, to be perſecuted with the moſt ſavage and outra- 
gious Cruelty, as Blaſphemers of the Gods, as Seducers 
of the People, and as Diſfurbers of the publick Peace? 
All which we know accordingly happened (4): Nay, they 
aſſure us, that their Lord had often warned them of it (e); 
and that h themſelves expe#ed it , and thought it 


.neceſiary to admonith their Fo/lowers to expe it too (g): :- 


And it appears, that far from drawing back upon that 
Account, as they would ſurely have Gon if they had 
been governed by ſecular Motives, they became ſo much 
the more zealous and couragious, and encouraged each 
other to /i even to Blood (.- Now as this is a great 
Evidence of the Integrity and Piety of their Charader, 
and thus illuſtrates the former Head; ſo it ſerves to the 
Purpoſe now immediately in View, i. e. it proves how 
improbable it is, that any Perſon of common Senſe ſhould 


engage in an {mpofiure, from which (as many have juſtly 


obſeryed,) 


. (4) [Compare Acts v. 40. vil. 57, 58, viii, 1. ix. 1, 2. xxvi. 
10, 11. ix. 23,24, xii, 1,4. xiii. 50. Xiv. 5, 19. XVi 19,24, 
AVii. 5. —. xviii, 12, 13. XX. 3. XXi. 27, 28. Xx1i. 22, xxiti. 12, 
all which Texts relate to the Perſecution of the Chriſtians, either by 
Fetys or Gentiles : And compare alſo the Scriptures cited in the 44. 
Mete on this Serm'n,] | | | 

+ (z) Matt. x. 16,25. xxiii. 34. Mark x. 29, 30, 39- Luke 
xiv, 27. ti. 12, 17. John xv. 20, 21. Xvi 2,-33- xxi. 18, 
19. Adds ix. 16. (/) Ads xx. 23, 24. xXxi, 13. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
2 Cor. xii, 10. 1 Thefl. iii. 3, 4. 2 Tim. iv. 6. (g) Acts xiv, 


22. 2 Tim. ili, 12+ iv, 5, hm v. 10, 11. 1 Pet, ii, 20, 21. 


Iv, 1, 12,16, v. 9. (5) Heb. xii, 4. 
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. obſerved), they*could, on their own Principles, have no- 
thing to expett, but Rain in this World, and Damna- 
tion in the next. When therefore we confider, and com- 
pare their Character, and their Circumflances, it appears 
utterly improbable on various Accounts, that they would 
have attempted in this Article to impoſe upon the World. 
But ſuppoſe, that in Conſequence of ſome unaccountable, 
as well as undiſcoverable Frenzy, they had ventured on 

the Artempt, it is eaſy to ſhew, | 
4. Tur humanly ſpeaking, they muſt quickly 
* have periſhed in it, and their fooliſh Cauſe muſt 
have died with them, without ever gaining any 

* Credit in the World.” | 


One may venture to ſay this in general, on the Prin- 
Ciples which I before laid down. But it 1 ſtill 
more evident, when we conſider the Nature of the Fact 
they aſſerted, in Conjunction with the Methods they 

took to engage Men to believe it: Methods, which had 
: the Apoſtles been Impoflors, muſt have had the moſt 
_ Tendency to ruin both their Scheme and them- 

ves. 5 : 


(r,) Lz r us a little more particularly reflect on the 
Nature of that grand Fact, the Death, Reſurrection, 
and Exaltation of Chriſt; which, as I obſerved, was the 

t Foundation of the Chriſtian Scheme, as firſt exhi- 
ited by the Apoſtles. The Reſurrection of a dead 
Man, and his Aſcenſion into, and Abode in the upper 
World, was ſo ſtrange a Thing, that a thouſand Ob- 
jections would immediately be raiſcd againſt it; and ſome 
288 Proof would juſtly be required as a Ba- 
ance to them. Now I wiſh the Rejecters of the Gofpe/ 
would ſet themſelves to invent ſome Hyporhe/is, which 
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ſhould-have any Appearance of Probability, to ſhew how 
} ſuch an amazing Story ſhould ever gain Credit in the 

World, if it had not ſome very convincing Proof. Where, 
b and when, could it firſt begin to be received? Was it in 
s the ſame, or a ſucceeding Age? Was it at Feruſalem, 
x the Spot of Ground on which it is ſaid to have happened, 


. er in Greece, or 1taly, or Ala, or Africa? You may 
change 


44 They took ns likely Method Sx RM. II. 
change the Scenfe, and the Time, as you pleaſe ; but 
you cannot change the Difficulty. 
Ta xs it in a parallel Inſtance. Suppoſe Twelve Men 
in London were now to affirm, that a Perſon executed 
there as a Malefactor in a publick Manner, a Month, 
or Six Weeks ago, or if you pleaſe, a Year, or Five 
or Ten Years fince, (for it is much the ſame), was a 
Prophet ſent from Gop with extraordinary Powers, that 
he was raiſed from the Dead, that they converſed with 
him after his Revival, and at laſt ſaw him taken up into 
Heaven: Would their united Teſtimony make them be 
believed there Or ſuppoſe them, if you pleaſe, to 
diſperſe, and That One or Two of them ſhould come 
hither, and go on to more diſtant Places, ſuppoſe Lei- 
eeſter, Nottingham, or York, and tell their Story there; 
and that others were to carry it over to Paris, or Am- 
| fterdam, or to Vienna, or Madrid: Could they expect 
any more Credit with u, or with them; or hope for 
any thing better, than to be looked upon as Lunaticls, 
and treated as ſuch ? And if they ſhould go into 
other Places, and attempt to mend their Scheme, 'by 
ſaying their Maſter was put to Death 100, or 200 Years 
„when there could be no Hiſtorical Evidence of it 
diſcovered, and no Proof given but their own confident 
Aſſertion: Would they remove, or would they not ra- 
ther increaſe, the Difficulty ? —— Or would they, in any 
of theſe Caſes, gain Credit by the moſt dexterous Tricks 
of Legerdemain, of which you can ſuppoſe them Ma- 
ſters.? Eſpecially if they ſhould undertake, in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch /uppoſed Fats, to engage Men to re- 
nounce the Religion in which they had been educated ; 
to deny themſelves in their deareſt Paſſions, and moſt 
important worldly Intereſts ; and even, probably, to 
hazard their Liberties and their Lives, in Dependance on 
a future Reward, to be received in a Place and State, 
which no Man living on Earth had ever ſeen or known ? 
You would readily allow 25¹ to be an inſuppoſable 
Caſe: And why ſhould you ſuppoſe it to have happened 
Sixteen or Seventeen Hundred Years ago? You may 
aſſure yourſelves, that the Reaſon, and the Paſſions of 
Mankind, were ther as ſtrong, as they are noww.But let 
us a little more particularly conſider, 
| (2). Tur 


: 8 An. I. to promote an Impoture, 4 


(2). Tux Manner, in which the 4po/7/es undertook 
77% e prove the Truth of their ſeſtimony to this Fact; and 
eg Iit will evidently appear, that inſtead of confirming their 
= Scheme, it muſt have been ſufficient utterly to have 
overthrown it, had it been itſelf the moſt probable Im- 
ture that the Wit of Man could ever have contrived, ©. 
You know, they did not merely aſſert, that they had 
ſeen Miracles wrought by this Feſas, but that he had 
endowed themſelves with a Variety of miraculous Powers. 
T7 And theſe they undertook to diſplay, not in ſuch idle 

and uſeleſs Tricks as Sleight of Hand might perform, 


do put in ſuch ſolid and important Works, as appeared 
me [worthy a Divine Interpoſition, and entirely ſuperior to 
in Human Power : Reſtoring, as they pretend, Sight to the 


p Blind, Soundneſs to Lepers, Aftivity to the Lame, and 
r Jin ſome Inſtances, Life to the Dead. Nor were theſe 
Things undertaken in a Corner, in a Circle of Friends, 
or Dependants; nor were they ſaid to be wrought on 
uch, as might be ſuſpected of being Confederates in the 
Fraud: But they were done often in the publick Streets, 
in the Sight of Enemies, on the Perſons of ſuch, as were 
fit utter Strangers to the Apoſtles, but ſometimes auell known - 

it Fto Neighbours and SpeQators, as having long laboured- 


deen expoſed and ruined ? 


ehe Apoſtles might not undertake to do theſe Things on 
the Spot, but only aſſert they had done them e//exvhere : 


* eſs credible, on account of ſuch a Pretence. Whatever 
on | Appearances there might have been of Gravity, Integrity 
te = e oy , 
. and Piety, in the Converſation of Peter, (for Inſtance,) 


ble very few, eſpecially few that had known. but little of 


ned dim, would have taken it upon his Word, that he ſaw 


Jeſus raiſe Lazarus from the Dead at Bethany : But 


* ſewer yet would have believed it upon his Affirmation, 


42% KR, „12, XxvIii. 79. 


under theſe Calamities, to Human Skill utterly incura- 
n, ble (i). Would Zmpo/tors have made ſuch Pretenſions as 
od heſe? Or if they had, muſt they not immediately have 


Nox is there any Room at all to object, that perhaps 


For even then, it would have been impoſſible they ſhould. 
have gained Credit; and they would have ſeemed the 
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45 Had the Ahoftlei been Impoſtors, SER NM. II. 
had it been ever ſo ſolemn, that he had himſelf raiſed 
Dorcas at Foppa ; ' unleſs he had done ſome extraordi- 


nary Work before them, correſpondent at leaſt, if not 


equal to that. You will eafily think of invincible Ob- 
jections, which otherwiſe might have been made; and 
undoubtedly, the more ſuch Aſſertions had been mul- 


tiplied, every new Perſon, and Scene, and Fact, had 


been an additional 3 yo to the Enemy, 
to have detected and confuted the whole Scheme, 


which Peter and his Aſſociates had thus endeavoured to 


eſtabliſh. 

Bur to come. till cloſer to the Point: If the New 
Teflament be genuine, (as J have already proved it,) then 
it is certain, that the .4p2//es pretend to have wrought 
Miracles in the very Preſence of thoſe, to whom their 
Writings were addreſſed; nay more, they profeſs like- 
wiſe. to have conferred thoſe miraculous Gifts, in ſome 
conſiderable Degrees, on others (4), even on the very 
Perſons to whom they write; and they appeal to their 


Conſciences as to the Truth of it. And could there 


poſſibly be Room for Deluſion here? It is exceedingly 


remarkable to this Purpoſe, that Pau! makes this Appeal | 


to the Corinthians (I, and Galatians (m), when there 
were amongſt on ſome Perſons diſaffected to him, 


who were taki Opportunities to ſink his Character, 


and deſtroy his OD And could they have wiſhed 
for a better Opportunity, than ſuch an Appeal? An 
Appeal, which, had not the Fa# it ſuppoſed been cer- 


tain, far from recovering thoſe that were pee in 
their Eſteem, muſt have been ſufficient utterly to di guſt wy 


his moſt cordial and ſteady Friends. And the fame 
Remark may be applied to the Adwices and Reprooft, 
which the Aale there gives, relating to the Uſe and 
Abuſe of their Spiritual Gifts (n); which had been moſt 
notoriouſly, abſard, and even ridiculous, had not the 
Chrifiians. to whom he wrote, been really paſſeſſed of 
them. And the Gifts were . — 


6% Ad. 17. 3 n il. 4, 5. 
, a, xii, 8,.—11, 28 zo. xiv, 1,—1Þ8, 26, & ſeq, 2 Cor. xi. 
55 6 xii, 12, 13. Xill. 3, 10, (mM) Gal, ii, 2,5» () Cor. 
xi, 1.7. xiv. ber tot, | | . 0 
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SRM. II. it had been eaſy to conſute them, 47 
-hat (as it bas often been obſerved,) if it be allowed, 


that Miracles can prove a Divine Revelation, and. that 


the Fir! Epiſile to the Corinthians be genuine, (of 


which, by the way, there is at leaſt as pregnant Evi- 
dence, as that any Part of the New Teſtament is ſo 1), 
then it follows by a ſure and eaſy Conſequence, that 
Chriſtianity is true, Nevertheleſs other Arguments are 
not to be forgot in this Survey. And therefore, as I 
have proved under this Head, that had the Teſtimony of 
the Atoſtles been falſe, it is not to be imagined, that 


-. they could have gained Credit at all; and eſpecially, 
when they had put the Proof of their Cauſe on ſuch 
a Footing, as we are ſure they did; I am now to 
ſhew you, 


5. Tram it is certain in Fact, that the Apoſtles 


© did gain early Credit, and ſucceeded in a moſt 
wonderful Manner ;" from whence it will follow, 


that their Te/timony was true. 


'TuwaT the Apoſtles did indeed g in Credit in the 
World, is evident, from what I before offered to prove 
the early Prevalence of Chri/tianity in it; and may far- 


ther be confirmed, from many Paſſages in the Nea 


Teſtament, And here, I inſiſt not ſo much on expreſs 
hiſtorical Teſtimonies, though ſome of them are very 
remarkable; eſpecially that of the Brethren at Feruſa- 
lem, who ſpeak of many Myriadt of believing Fews aſ- 
ſembled at the Feaſt of Penteceſt (o). But I argue from 
the Epiſtles written to ſeveral Churches, which plainly 
prove, that there were Congregations of Chriſtians in 
Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Coloſſe, Theſſalonica, Philippi, 
Laodicea (p), Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia (g), Crete (r), Pontus, Galatia, Cappade- 


Nein, t! 


t I cannot but look upon it as a kind and remarkable Providence 
te this Purpoſe, that there is ſtill extant an Epiſtis of Clemens Romanus 
to the Church at Corirtb, probably written before the Near of Chriſt 
70, in which he plainly refers to 1 Cor. i. 12. in what he cites from 


% an Epiſtle of Paul written to them by the Spirit at his firſt preaching . 


<< the Goſpel among them. Clem. £pi/t. 1. ad Cor. §. 47. 
(o) Acts Xi. 20. 7 ) Col. iv. 16. 
{) Tit. i. Su 
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"cfa, Ala, and mots {/) and many other Places; 


* 


inſomuch that one of the Apoſtles could ſay, that Chriſt 
had fo wrought by him, to make the Gentiles obedient, 
not only in Word or Profeſſion, but in Deed too, that 
from Feruſalem, even round about unto Iihyricum, he 
Had fully preached the Goſpel of Chriſt (t), or as the 
Word imports , bad accompliſhed the Purpoſes of it. 
And there is a great deal of Reaſon, both from the 
Nature of the Thing, and from the Teſtimony of ancient 
Hiſtory 4, to believe, that others of the Apaſtles had 
cpnſiderable Succeſs elſewhere : So that Paul might 
with Reaſon apply to them and their Doctrine, what is 
originally ſpoken of the Luminaries of Heaven and the 
Inſtruction they communicate, Their Line is gone out 
through all the Earth, and their Words to the Ends of the 

22 (u). | 
So great was the Number of thoſe, who were proſe- 
Iyted to Chriſtianity by the Preaching of the Apo/zles : 
And we haye all imaginable Reaſon to balieve, that there 
were none of all theſe Proſelhtes, but what were fully 
perſuaded of the Truth of the Teſtimony they bore ; for 
otherwiſe, no imaginable Reaſon can be given for their 
entring themſelves into ſuch a Profeſſion, The Apeſtles 
had no ſecular Terrors to affright them, no ſecular Re- 
awards to bribe them 5, no dazzling Eleguence to enchant 
them (ww) : On the contrary, all theſe were in a powerful 
Manner pleading * the Apoſtles : Yet their Teſti- 
mony was received, and their new Converts were ſo 
thoroughly ſatisfied with the Evidence which they gave 
them of their Miſſion, that they encountered great Perſe - 
cutions, and chearfully ventured Eſtate, Liberty and ki 
To ek 994 e 


(| Pet. i. 1. (:) Rom. xv; 18, 19. A trhigentzal, 
| | 1  Euſeb, Hiftor. Eccleſ. Lib. iii. cap. 1. (=) Compare Rom. x. 
1 18. and Pſal. xix. 4. | | | nh 


i '$ As for the Diflribution of Goods in Judæa, it is plain it was pecu- 
| | liar to that Time and Country ; and the extraordinary Perſecution, 
| which from the very Infancy of Chriſtianity prevailed there, was mote 
| than an Equivalent fer any Advantage, which the pooreſt of the Peo- 
ple could gain by it. I did not therefore think it neceſſary to men- 


(0) 1 Cor, i. 17. ii. 1, 4, 13. 2 Cor, x, 10. xi, 6. 


SR RM. II. was early received. 49 


itſelf, on the Truth of the Fa#s they aſſerted ; as plainly 
appears from many Paſſages in the Epiſtles, which none 
can think the Apaſtles would ever have writ, if theſe f-/# 
Chriſtians had not been in a perſecuted Condition (x). 
Nox will it fignify any thing to object, that moſt of 
theſe Converts were Perſons of a low Rank, and ordinary 
Education, who therefore might be more eaſily impoſed 
_ than others: For (not to mention Sergius Paulus, 
ionyſius the Areopagite, or the Domeſticks of Cæſar's 
Houſhold, with others of ſuperior Stations in Life,) it 
is ſufficient to remind you, that, as I have largely ſhewn, 
the Apoſtles did not put their Cauſe on the Iſſue of Ja- 
boured Arguments, in which the Populace might quickly 
have been entangled and loſt, but on ſuch plain Fas, as 
they might judge of as eaſily and ſurely, as any others; 
indeed, on what they themſelves ſaw, and in part too, 
on what they felt, . 
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Now I apprehend, this might be ſufficient to bring 
the Matter to a ſatisfactory Concluſion. You have ſeen, 
that as there is no Reaſon to believe, that the 4po/tles, 
who certainly 4reay the Truth, would have attempred a 
Fraud of this Kind; — ſo if they had attempted it, 
they could not poſſibly have ſucceeded ;—nevertheleſs 
they did ſucceed in a very remarkable Manner ; —— 
whence it plainly follows, that «what they te/tified was 
rue. 
Ax now then, after this, the Rea ſonableneſs of re- 
ceiving the Geſel, on admitting the Truth of what they 
teſtified concerning Chriſt, is an eaſy Conſequence. — 
Yet ſome Things are to be offered under this Head, 
which are of great Weight, and would not ſo conve- 
niently have fallen under any of the former : And ſome 
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4 conſiderable additional Evidence to the Truth of Chriſ⸗ 
oy tianity ariſes, from what has happened in the World, 

| Ke ſince 
"BS 8 1 
”, (x) Rom. viii, 36. 1 Cor. iv. 11,-13, xv. 29,32, 2 Cor, i. af 
e 3, 9. iv. 8,— 11. vi. 4, 5, 9. xi. 22,27, Gal. vi. 17. Phil, i. 
* 28,—30, 1 Theſſ. i. 6. ii. 14,.— 1). 2 Theff. i. 4,7, 2 Tim. Ws 
n- i. 8. fi. 3, 9, 12, 13. iii, 11, 12. Heb, x. 32,--34. Jam. i, = 


6. v. 10, 11. 1 Pet, ii. 19, 20, ili. 14,17, iv. 1, 12,16, Rey, 
ü. 40, 13. ö 


- 
— 


OY „ — PE — 


* 


50 The Goſpel ought to be received. Sx R M. II. 
ſince its firſt Propagation, And therefore I chuſe rather 
to make a diſtind Diſcourſe on theſe, with the In- 

provement of the whole, than to throw together the 
Hints of them, in ſo haſty a Manner as I muſt do, 

ſhould I attempt to diſpatch the Subject in hi: . 
„the juſt Limits of which I have already tranſgreſſed, 
leſt the great Chain of the Argument ſhould be broken. 
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Additional Evidences of CHR IS T- 


IAN IT , and Reflections on the 
- whole. 


K PsT. 16, 


ee bave not followed cunningly deviſed 
| Fables, — 


8 1 had before proved the Books of the 
BY New Teſament to be genuine, I proceed- 
ed in my /aft Diſcaurſe, to argue from 
F thence the certain Truth of the Chriſtian 


. 
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Ss Reyelation; and we have made ſome con- 


N ſiderable Progreſs in the Argument, 
Tu E Matter in. ſhort ſtands thus. The Authors 
of the New Teſtament certainly #new, whether the Fads 

they aſſerted were true, or falſe; ſo that they could 

not themſelves be deceived : Neither can we think 

they would attempt to deceive others, ſince they appear 

by their Manner of writing, to have been Perſons of 

greit Integrity and Goodneſs ; —- and it is likewiſe evi- 

dent, they could have no Temptation to attempt a Fraud 

of this Nature : — However, if they had attempted it, 

Ve cannot imagine they could hawe gained Credit in the 

N World, if the Fa#s they aſſerted had not been rue. 
Nevertheleſs they did gain Credit in a very remark- 
| D 2 able 


52 Cbriſtianity true, if the SE RM. III. 
able Manner; from whence it plainly follows, that 2h 


Facts were true. — Now I am to ſhew farther, to com 
pleat the Prog of our grand Propoſi tion 


6. © That admitting the Fa, which they teſtified 
„ concerning Chrift to be true, then it was rea- 

'«© ſonable for their Contemporaries, and is reaſon- 

% able for xs, to receive the Goſpel which they 

% have tranſmitted to us, as a Divine Reve- 
_< atm,” ,- | n 


Tu great Thing they aſſerted was, that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, and that he was proved to be ſo, — by Prophecies 
accompliſhed in him,. — and by Miracles wrought by him, 
and by others in his Name. Let us attend to each of 
theſe, and I am perſuaded we ſhall find them no contem p- 
tible Arguments; but muſt be forced to acknowledge, 
that the Premiſes being eſtabliſhed, the Concluſion moſt 
eaſily and neceſſarily follows: And this Concluſion, 
that Feſus is the Chrift, taken in all its Extent, is an 
Abſtlra of the Goſpe! Revelation, and therefore is ſome- 


- 
* 


times put for the N hole of it (a). | 


Tu Apoſtles, eſpecially when diſputing with the Few, 
did frequently argue from the Prophecies of the Oli 
Teflament;” in which, they ſay, many Things were 
expreſly foretold, which were molt literally and exactly 
Fulfilled in Feſus of Nazareth (b). Now, greatly to the 


Evidence, Confirmation, and Advantage of Chriſtianity, 
ſo it is, that theſe Prophecies are to this Day extant in 


their original Language; and this, in the Hands of a 


People, moſt implacably averſe to the Goſpe/: So that, 
an attentive Reader may ſtill, in a great Meaſure, 


ſatisfy himſelf, as to the Validity of the Argument 

drawn from them, | 
On ſearching theſe ancient and important Records, 
we find, not only in the general, that God intended N 
raiſe 


(a) Adds viii. 37. ix. 22. xvii, 3. xviil. 5. 1 John ii. 22. v. 1. 


(5) Adts ii, 25,—3 1. iii. 18, —25. Vit. 37. vüi. 37. K. 43s 
xiii, 23, 27, 32537, 40, 41. wü. 2, 3. vi. 22, 23, 27. 
AXxVill, 23. | 


F 


re 


Ir RM. III. Apoſtles Teſtimony was ſo: 
raiſe up for his People an illuſtrious Deliverer, who, 
amongſt other glorious Titles, is ſometimes called tho 
Meffiah, or the anointed One (c): But we are more par - 
ticularly told, that' this great Event ſhould happen, be- 
fore the Government ceaſed in the Tribe of Judah (4); 
while the Second Temple was ſtanding (e); and a little 
before its Deſtruction, about 490 Years after a Com- 
mand given to rebuild Jeruſalem (F); which was pro- 

1 bably iſſued out in the Seventh Year of Artaxerxes 

Longimanus, or at leaſt within a few Years before, or 
after it. It is predicted, that he ſhould be the Seed of 
Abraham (g), born of a Virgin, of the Houſe of Da- 
wid (4), in the Town of Bethlehem (i); that he ſhould: 
be anointed with an extraordinary Effuſion of the Di- 
vine Spirit (k), in virtue of which, he ſhould not only 
be a perfect and illuſtrious Example of univerſal Holineſs 
and Goodneſs (/); but ſhould alſo perform many extraor- - 
dinary and beneficial Miracles (m) ; nevertheleſs, that, 
for Want of external Pomp and Splendour, he ſhould be 
rejected and inſulted by the Jeaus (u], and at length be 
cut-off and flain by them (o). It is added, that he ſhould ' 
ariſe from the Dead before his Body ſhould be corrupted / 
in the Grave (p) ; and ſhould be received up to Heaven, 
and there ſeated at the right Hand of GOD (g); from 
whence he ſhould in a wonderful Manner pour out his 
Spirit on his Followers (7); in conſequence of which, 
| though the Body of the Fewiſb People periſhed in their 
1 obſtinate Oppoſition to him (/), yet, the Gentiles ſnould 
N be brought to the Knowledge of the true Go p (z), and 
a Kingdom eſtabliſhed amongſt them, which from ſmall 
Beginnings ſhould ſpread itſelf to the Ends of the Earth; . 
and continue to the remoteſt Ages (u). 


D 3. Bxs1Dp ES 


(c) Dan. ix. 25, 26. Pſal. ii. 2. (4) Gen, xlix. 10. 
- (e) Hag. ii. 7, 9. *(f) Dan. ix. 25, —27. (g) Gen, 
xli, 3. xvili. 18. Xxii, 18. (Þ) Iſai. vi. 14. xi. 1. Jer. xxiii, 
5, 6. (i) Mic. v. 2, () Ifai, xlii. 1. Ii. 1. (1) Lai. 
xlii. 1, 4. lili, 9. Pſal. xIv. 7. (m) Iſai. xxxv. 5, 6. (I) Ifaf 
liii, 2,4. (e) Iſai. liii. 7,-9, Dan, ix, 26. (p) Pal. 
xvi. 9, 10. Ifai, xxvi. 19. li. 10,12, (2) Pal, xvi. 11. 
cx. 1. 7 Joel. ii. 28, 29. () Iſai. vi. 9, 10. Xxix. 10. 
xlix, 4, 5. Iii. 1. IxV. 2. (e) Plal, ii. 8. xxii. 27. Ixxxvi. 9. 
Iſa, ii. 2, 3. i. 10. xlii. I, 4, 6, 7. 
Mal, i. 11. ] Dan, ii 44. Vii, 3 
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- BesrDBs theft moſt material Circumſtances, there 

were ſeveral others relating to him, which were either 
expreſly foretold; or at leaſt hinted ar; all which, with 
thoſe already mentioned, had ſo evident an Accompliſb- 
ment in Feſus, (allowing the Truth of the Fad which 
the Apoſtles teſtiſied concerning him), that we have no 
Reaſon to wonder, that hey ſhould receive the Word 
wh all Readineſs, who ſearched the Seriptures daily, 
«whether theſe Things were ſo ptedicted there, as the 
Apoſtles affirmed (ww). For I am perſuaded, that no wiſe 
and religious Perſon could imagine, that Gop would 
it an {mpoſfior to ariſe, in whom ſo great a Variety 

of Predifions, delivered by ſo many different Perſons, 
and in ſo many diſtant Ages, ſhould have an exact Ac- 


compl iſt ment. 


Wat x'the Apoeſtles were preaching to Heathens, it is 
indeed true, that they generally waved the Argument 
from Prophecy, becauſe they were not ſo capable Judges 
of it: But then they infiſt on another, which might as 
ſoon captivate their Belief, and as juſtly vindicate it, I 
mean * the Miracles performed by Chriſ, and thoſe 
*. commiſſtoned" and influenced by him.“ Many of theſe 
were of ſuch'a Nature, as not to admit of any Artifice 

or Deceit: Eſpecially, that moſt ſignal one of 5, Re- 
, ſurrefion' from the Dead, which I may call a Miracle 
performed y, as well as upon Chrift ; becauſe he ſo 
expreſly declares, that he had himſelf à Power to reſume 
his Life at Pleaſure (x). The Apotles well knew, this 
was a Fa# of ſuch a Nature, that they who believed this, 
would never doubt of the reſt: They therefore often 

_ fingle this out, and lay the whole Streſs of their Cauſe 
upon it '(y). This they proved to be true, by their 
own Teſtimony miraculouſly confirmed ; and in provin 
this, they eſtabliſned Chriſtianity on an impregnable Rock. 
For I may ſafely refer it to any of you to judge, whe- 

ther it is an imaginable Thing, that GO D ſhould raiſe 
the dead Body of an Impoſtor ; eſpecially when he had 
; | | | ſolemnly 


() Acts xvii. 11, (x) John x; 18, Ass it, 24,.—32. 
ii. 15. iv. 10. v. 30, 32. X. 40, 41. Iii. 50,39, xvii. 31. 


Xvi. 23. Rom. x. 9, 1 Cor xv, 3,.—8, 12,-22, 


ꝶ—— 
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ſolemnly appealed to ſuch a Reſurrection, as the grand 
Proof of his Miſſion, and had expreſly fixed the very 
Day on which it was to happen (2). | 


| IrERsVA DE myſelf you are convinced by all this, 
that they, who on the Apoſtles Teſtimony believed, that 
| the Prophecies of the Old Teſlament were accomplithed in 
Jeſus, and that GOD bore Witneſs to him by Miracles, 

g and raiſed him from the Dead, had abundant Reaſon to 
o believe, that the Doctrine which Chrift taught was 
Divine, and his Goſpel a Revelation from Heaven. 

Ard if they had Reaſon to admit his Concluſion, then it is 

Plain, that we, who have ſuch ſatisfactory Evidence, 

on the, one hand, that the Te/i:mony of the Apoſtles 

was credible, and on the other, that hi, was the Sub- 

Nance of it, have Reaſon alſo to admit this grand In- 
ference from it, and to embrace the Gebel as a faith- 

Jul Saying, and as well worthy of all Acceptation (a). 

This is the Thing I was attempting to prove; and here 

I ſhould end the Argument, were it not for the Confir- 
mation it may receive from ſome additional Conſiderations, - 

which could not properly be introduced under any of the 


proceeding Heads. I add therefore, | 
1 7. In the laſt Place, * that the Truth of the Goſpel 
4 has received farther, and very confiderable Con- 
4 „ frmation, from what has happened in the World 
* « ſince it was firſt publiſhed.” 
1 Axp here I muſt deſire you, more particularly to con- 
3 ſider, on the one Hand, what 60 has been doing 
G Z to eſtabliꝶ it; and on the other, the Methods which 
| 1 its Enemies have been taking to deſtrey it. | 
'S (i). Consiver © what GOD has been doing 
mo te to confirm the Go/pel ſince its firſt Publication 
7 and you will find it a farther Evidence of its Divine 
4 Original. 
aly I M16ar here argue at large, from its ſurprizing Pro 
Is. pagation in the World; — from the miraculous Powers, - 
31. D 4 | with 


G Matt. wi. 63. John il. 19, 21. (a) 1 Tim. i. 13. 
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with which not only the Apo/eler, but ſucceeding 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and other Converts, were en- 
dowed ; — from the Accompliſpment of Prophecies re- 
corded in the New Teſtament ; — and from the Preſer- 
vation of the 7ews as a diſtin People, notwithſtand- 
ing the various Difficulties and Perſecutions through which 
they have paſſed. 


I Mer particularly urge, in Confirmation of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, the wnderfal Succeſs with 
„ which it was attended, and the ſurprizing Propagation 
« of the Goſpel in the World.“ 
I Havs before endeavoured under à former Head 
to ſhew. you, that the Cel met with ſo favourable 
a Reception in the World, as evidently proved, that its 
Firſt Publiſbers were capable of producing ſuch Evidence 
of its Truth, as an Impoſture could not admit. But now 
J carry the Remark farther, and aſſert, that conſider- 
ing the Circumſtances of the Caſe, it is amazing that 
even Truth itſelf, under ſo many Diſadvanteges, ſhould 
have ſo illuſtrious a Triumph; and that its wonderful Suc- 
ceſs. does evidently argue ſuch an extraordinary Interpo- 
fition of Gop in its Favour, as may juſtly be called a 
miraculous Atteſtation to it. PET! 
THERE was not only oze of a Family, or two of a 
City taken, and brought to Zion (b) ; but ſo did the Lord 
haſten it in its appointed Time, that a /itt]e one became a 
thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong Nation (c). And as 
the Apoſtles themſelves were honoured with very remark- 
able Succe/5, ſo this Divine Seed was propagated /o fa/t 
in the next Age, that P/iny teſtifies, **. he found the 
% Fleathen Temples in Achaia almoſt deſerted * ;” And 
Tertullian afterwards boaſts, © that all Places but 2500 


„ Temples were filled with Chriſtians; ſo that were they 


& oxly to withdraw, Cities and Provinces would be 1 
us 


„ pulated .“ [Nor did the Goſpe/ only triumph 


within 


(5) Jer. iii. 14. (e) Iſai. Ix. 22. 

Prope jam deſolata Templa, —& ſacra Solennia diu intermiſſa; 
Plin. Epi. x. 9 7. F 

© + Heſterni ſumus, & veſtra omnia implevimus, Urbes, Inſulas, 
_ Caſtella, Muncipia, Conciliabula, Caſtra ipſa, Tribus, Decurias, 


Palatium, 


re oNey yivorlait,  Fuſtin, Mart. pag. 388. Edit, Tbirib. 
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within the Boundaries of the Roman Empire; for long 
before Tertullian was born, Fuftin Martyr, in his Dia- 
logue with Trypho the Few, which ſeems to have been 
written not much above 100 Years after Chriſ Death, 
declares, *©* that there was no Nation of Men, whether 
% Greeks or Barbarians, not excepting thoſe Savages, © 
« that wandered in Clans from one Region to another, 
4 and had no fixed Habitation, who had not learnt to | 
« offer Prayers and Thankſgivings to the Father and 
% Maker of all, in the Name ef Fe/us who was cru-: 
% cified 1. ] 

Now how can we account for ſuch a Scene as this, 
but by ſaying, that the Hand of the Lord awas with the 
Firſt Preachers of the Gofpel, and therefore ſuch Multi- 
tudes believed, and turned unto the Lord fd)? How 
had it been poſſible, that ſo ſmall a Fountain ſhould pre- 
ſently have ſwelled into a mighty River, and even have 
covered the Face of the Earth, had it not ſprung from 
the Sanctuary of Go bo, and been render'd thus triumphant : 
by his almighty Arm? 

- Had this New Religion, ſo directly contrary to all the 
Prejudices of Education, been contrived to ſooth Mens 
Vices, to aſſert their Errors, to defend their Superſti- 
tions, or to promote their ſecular Intereſts, we might 
eaſily have accounted for its Prevalence in the World. 
Had its Preachers been very profound Philoſophers, or 
polite and faſhionable Orators, many might have been 
charmed, at leaſt for a while, to follow them: Or had 
the Princes and Potentates of the Earth declared them- 


_ ſelves its Patrons, and armed their Legions for its Defence 


and Propagation, Multitudes might have been terrified ' 
into the Profeſſion, tho? not a Soul could by ſuch Means 


BR A. 0S” > 


Palatium, Senatum, Forum; Sola yobis relinquimus Templa ;— 
Potuitnus & inermes, nec rebelles, ſed tantummodo diſcordes, ſolius - 
divortii invidia adverſus vos dimicaſſe; ſuffudiſſet dominationem 
8 tot amiſſio civium, & ipſa deſtitutione puyiſlet, Tertul. Apelag. 
Cap. xxxvii. | 1 

I loud % yap aku; eg ro ye aviporoy, file Bapcapwy, £18. 
Envoy, sils aTAus ẽjn ovodls weerayogtuomevay, 1 ANA ,jEZ“l 
n AUKXYY KANG . 1 EY T HIVE xrel pop EY 05 n, Ja To oyo- 
Aaleg Te cajẽEñꝗg e. ine, rxai xailuyapiſial Tw bt nat rep 


4) Acts xi, 21. 
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have been rationally perſuaded to the Belief of it. But 
without ſome ſuch Advantages as theſe, we can hardly 
conceive, how any New Religion ſhould ſo ſtrangely pre - 
vail ;z even though it had crept into the World in its 
darkeſt Ages, and moſt barbarous Countries, and though, 
it had been gradually propoſed in the moſt artful Man- 
ner, with the fineſt Vet! induſtriouſly drawn over every 
Part, which might at firſt have given Diſguſt to the 
Beholder. a | 1 
Bur you well know, that the very Reverſe of all this 
was the Caſe here, You know, from the apparent Con- 
ſtitution of Chriſtianity, that the Luſts and Errors, the 
Superſtitions and Intereſts of carnal Men would imme- 
diately riſe up againſt it as a moſt irreconcileable Ene- 
my. You know, that the Learning and Wit of the 
Greeks, and the Romans, were early employed to over- 
bear and ridicule it. You know, that as all the Herd of 
Heathen Deities were to be diſcarded, the Prie/?s, who 
ſubſiſted on that Craft, muſt in Intereſt find themſelves 
obliged to oppoſe it. You know, that the Princes of 
the Earth drew the. Sword againſt it, and arm'd Tor- 
ments and Death for the Deſtruction of its Followers. 
And yet you ſee, that it triumphed over all, though 
publiſhed in Ages, and Places, of the greateſt Learning 
and Refinement ; and propoſed, not in an ornamental 
and artificial Manner, but with the utmoſt Plainneſs; 
the Doctrines of the Cro/5 being always avowed as its 
grand Fundamentals, though ſo notorious à Stumbling- 
Block both to Feaus and Gentiles (e); [and the abſolute 
Neceſſity, not only of embracing Chriſtianity, but alfa 
of renouncing all 14o/ Wonſbip, being inſiſted on imme- 
diately and in the ſtrongeſt Terms, though it muſt make 
the Gebel appear the moſt ſingular and unſociable Reli- 
gion that had ever been taught in the World.] | 
Hap one of the Wits, or Politicians: of theſe Ages, 
ſeen the Apoſtles, and a few other plain Men, who had 
been educated amongſt the loweſt of the People, as moſt 
of the. Firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity were, going out 
armed with nothing but Faith, Truth, and Goodneſs, to 
encounter the Power of Princes, the Bigotry of Prieſts, 
the Learning of P-jlo/ephers, the Rage of the 7 


* * 
- { Cor. L. 23, TT EY 
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and the Prejudices of a//; how would he have derided 
the Attempt, and ſaid with Sanballat, What will theſe 
feeble Fews do , But had he ſeen the Event, ſurely 
he muſt have owned, with the Egyptian Magi, in a far 
leſs illuſtrious Miracle, that it was the Finger of GOD (g, 
and might juſtly have fa/len on his Face, even amongſt 
thoſe whom he had inſulted, with an humble Acknow- 
ledgement that GOD auas in them of a Truth (h). 


— I m1GnrT here farther urge ** thoſe Miracles, which 
© were wrought in Confirmation of the Chriſtian Doc- Þ 
«« rine, for a conſiderable Time after the Death of the 
% Apoſtles." e 

THe moſt ſignal, and beſt atteſted of theſe, was the  Þ 
Di ſpoſſi ion of Devils; whom Gov ſeems to have per- 
mitted to rage with an unuſual Violence about thoſe - } 
Times, that his Son's Triumph over them might beſo } 
much the more remarkable, and that he Old Serpent 
might be taken in his own Craftineſs. I doubt not, but 
many of you have heard, that more than Txwo Hundred 
Years after the Death of Chriſ, ſome of the moſt cele- 
brated Defenders of the Goſpel, which the Church has 
in any Age produced, I mean Tertullian , and Minu- 
tius FzTix , do not only challenge any of their Heather - | 
Enemies and Perſecutors, to bring them a Demoniack, | 
engaging, at the Hazard of their Lives, to oblige the 
Evil Spirit, in the Name, and by the Authority of 
Chriſt, to quit his Poſſeſſion ; but do alſo appeal to it, as 
a Fa# publickly known, that thoſe who were agitated by 
ſuch Spirits, ſtood terrified, and amazed in the Preſence i 
of a Chriſtian, and that their pretended God were com- 

pelled then to confeſs themſelves Devils. 5 
I wave the Teſimonies of ſome later Writers of ö 
the Chri/tian Church, leſt the Credulity of their Temper, 
join'd with the Circumſtances attending ſome of the Fa: 
they record, ſhould furniſh out Objections againſt their 
Teſtimony ; though I think we cannot, without great 
Injuſtice to the Character of the learned and pious Au. 
_ geftin, ſuſpect the Truth of ſome amazing Fas of this 


i Kind, 4 
(f) Neb. 10. : .) Exod. vill, 19. (D) 1 Cap. 1 
iv. 25. "* Tertu\, Apiles, Cap, xxil + 24 


Minu, Fal. 
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Kind, which he has atteſted, as of his own perſonal and 
certain Knowledge. KS; | | 


Non muſt I on this Occafion forget to mention the 
* Accompliſhment of ſeveral Prophecies, recorded in the 
« New Teflament,” as a farther Confirmation given by 
God to the Goſpel. 3 
Tus moſt eminent and ſignal Inſtance under this 
Head, is that of aur Lord's Prediction concerning the 
| Deſfirufion of Feruſalem, as it is recorded by St. Mat- 
beau in his Twenty: fourth Chapter. The tragical Hiſto- 
ry of it is moſt circumſtantially deſcribed by Fo/ephus, 
a Fewiſh Prieſt, who was an Eye-Witneſs of it; and 
the Deſcription he- has given of this ſad Calamity, 
ſo exactly correſponds to the Prophecy, that one would 
have thought, had we not known the contrary, that it 
had been written by a Chriſtian on purpoſe to illuſtrate 
it: [And one can never enough admire that Series of 
amazing Providences, by which the Author was preſerv- 
ed from moſt eminent Danger ; that he might leave 
us _ invaluable Treaſure which his Writings con- 
tain F. | 
Wr have no Need of any farther Evidence, than we find 
in him, of the exact Accompliſbment of what was pro- 
phefied concerning the een of Feruſalem: But our 
Lord had alſo foreto/d the long continued Deſolation of their 
Temple (i); and I cannot forbear reminding you of the 
awful Sanction which was given to that Part of the 
Prediction: For it is well known, that a Heathen Hiſto- 
rian has aſſured us, that when Julian the A4poſtate, in 
deliberate Contempt of that Prediction, ſolemnly and 
reſolutely undertook to rebuild it, his impious Deſign 
was miraculouſly fruſtrated again and again, and the 


Workmen conſumed by Globes of Fire, which broke out 
from the Foundations 1. | 


| Tas 
„ Auguſtin. de Civit, Dei, Lib, widi, cap, 8. 

| + Feſeph. Bell, Jud. Lib, iii. Cap. 8. 

e) Matt, xxiii. 38, xxiv 2, | 

| t [Cum itaque fortiter rei inſtaret Alypius, juvaretque Provincia 
Rector, metuerdi Globi Flammarum, prope Fundamenta crebris aſ- 
IE fultibus crumpentes, fecere Locum, exuſtis aliquoties operantibus, 
BR - inaccefum ; hocque modo, Elements deſtinatius repellente, ceſſavit 
wil” R 5 Inceptum, 
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Tu Prediction of St. Paul concerning the Man of Sin, 
and the Apoſtacy of the latter Times (k), is alſo well wor- 
thy of our Remark. And ng a great deal of the 
Book of Revelation be ſtill concealed under a dark Veil; 
yet the Diviſion of the Roman Empire into Ten King- 
doms, the Uſurpation, Perſecution and Idolatry of the 
Romiſh Church, and the long Duration of the Papal 
Power, with ſeveral other extraordinay Events, which 
no Human Prudence could have foreſeen, and which have 
happened long ſince the Publication of that Book, are ſo 
clearly foretold there, that I cannot but look on that 
Part of Scripture as an invaluable Treaſure * ; and think 
it not at all improbable, that the more viſible Accom- 
pliſbent of ſome of its other Prophecies may be a great 
Means of reviving the Chriſtian Cauſe, which is at pre- 
ſent ſo much on the decline F. 


« Tux Preſervation of the Jews as a diſtindt Peo- 
„ ple,“ is another Particular under this Head, which 
well deſerves our attentive Regard. | 


Tis plain they are vaſtly numerous, notwithſtanding 
all the Slaughter and Deſtruction of this People, in 
former, and in later Ages. They are diſperſed in various 
moſt diſtant Nations, and particularly in theſe Parts of 
the World where Chriſtianity is profeſſed : And though 
they are expoſed to great Hatred and Contempt, on 
account of their different Faith, and in moſt Places ſub- 
jected to civil Incapacities, if not to unchriſtian Severities ; 
; yet 


Inceptum- Ammian. Marcell. Lib. xxiii. ſub init, I think one might 
argue the Author to have been a Heathen, from this cold Way of tell- 
ing a Story ſo glorious to Chriſtianity : ©* The Element repelling them by 
4% a kind of chſtinate Fatality. The learned Reader will eaſily ob- 
ſerve, with how d.fferent an Air Socrates ( Hiſt, Lib, iii. cap. 20 
and Sox:men (Hiſt, Lib, v. cap. 22.) recount,. and moſt reaſonably 
trriumph in it.] f i 8 
(k) 2 Theſſ. ii. 3 12. 1 Tim. iv. ],-3, 


[I can with great Pleaſure refer my Reader to the Learned Com- 
mentary on this Book lately publiſhed by the Reverend Mr. L:woman ; 
from which I have received more Satisfaction, with Reſpect to many 


of its Difficulties, than I ever found elſewhere, or expected to have 
| found at all.] 7 . 


+ Hinc igitur apud nos futurorum quoque Fides tuta eſt, jam teil- 
cet probatorum, quia cum ils que quotidie probantur prædicebantur. 
Jertul, Apol, Cap, xx. 


62 The Preſervotiem of the Jews x RM. III. 
yet they are fill moſt obſtinately tenacious of their Reli- 
gion: Which is the more wonderful, as their Fathers 


were ſo prone to apoſtatize from it; and as molt of them 
ſeem to be utter Strangers, either to Piety, or Humanity, 


and pour the greatelt Contempt oa the Moral Precepts of 
their own Law, while they are ſo attached to the Ce- 


remonial Inflitutions of it, troubleſome and inconvenient 
as they are. Now ſeriouſly reflect, what an evident 
Hand of Providence is here; that by their Diſperſion, 
Preſervation, and Adherence to their Religion, it ſhould 


come to paſs, that Chriſſans ſhould daily ſee the Hecom- 


pliſbment of many remarkable Prophecies concerning this 


* 


People 4; and that we ſhould always have amongſt us ſuch . 


a Croud of unexceptionable Witnefles to the Truth of thoſe 
ancient Hebrew Records, on which ſo much of the Evi- 
dence of the Go/pe/ depends: Records, which are many of 
them ſo full to the Purpoſe for which we alledge them, that 
(as a celebrated Writer very well obſerves, *) Had 
© the whole Body of the Fexwt/f Nation been converted 
©& to Chri/tianity, Men would certainly have thought, 
* they had been forged by Chriſians, and have looked 
% upon them, with the Prophecies of the Syb:/s, as 
«© made many Years after the Zvents they pretend to 
« foretell.” And to add no more here, The Pre/erwvaticn 
of the Jews as a diſtin? People evidently leaves Room for 
the Accompliſbment of thoſe Old and New Teflament 
Promiſes (IJ), which relate to their national Converſion 
and Reſtoration ; whereas that would be impoſſible in 1t- 
Telf, or at leaſt impoſſible to be known, if they were 
promiſcuouſly blended with other People. Oa the whole, 

| it 


1 [This important Thought is moſt excellently illuſtrated in that 
incomparab'e old Book of Dr. Fackſ-n's, called, The Eternal Truth 
S the Scriptures, Cc. eſpecially Book, I. Fart. I. Sef, III. Chap. 
10, —13. The whole of the Section is very curious. ] 


Spectat. Vol. vii. N*. 4989 


(7) Deut. xxx. 3,—5. Ifai, xvii. 12, 13. xlv. 17. xlix. 6. live 
x. 20, 21. Ix, Ixi. Ixii. IXv. Ii. Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. XXX. 
8.—24. XXEIi. 31,0, I. 4,5. Ezck. xi. 17,20. xx. 3454+ + 
xxxiy, 11,-31. XXXVi. 21,38, xxxvii. 21, 28, Hoſ. i. 10, 11. 
Ii, 14,23, iii. 4, 5. Joel ili, Amos ix. 11,15, Obad, ver. 
17,—21, Mic, vil, 14,20, Zech. viii, 7,523, x. 6,12, 
Ali. 10. Xv. 921. Rom. Xi, 25 —27. — + Is 16. 


bel Ad xx, 23-  _(n) Ac iu. 17. v. 40% (oe) Af 
bee eln n. (144 
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it is ſuch a Scene in the Conduct of Prowidence, as I am 
well aſſured cannot be parallel'd in the Hiſtory of any 
other Nation on Earth, and affords a moſt obvious and 
important Argument in Favour of the Goſpel. 

_ Tavs has Chriſtianity been farther confirmed, fince its 
firſt Publication, by what GOD has done to Habliſb it. 
It only remains, that we coniider, N 


(2.) War Confirmation it receives, „from the 
„% Methods which its Eremit, have taken to 
« deſtroy it.“ | | 7 


Ap theſe have generally been, either Perſecution, or 
Fal/ehaod, or cavilling at ſome Particulars in the Reve- 
lation, without entering into the grand Argument on 
which it is built, and fairly debating what is offered in 
its Defence. Now who would not think the better of 
x Cauſe, for being thus attacked ? | 11 

Ar firſt you know, that the Profz/ors, and eſpecially 
the Preachers of the Goſpel, were ſeverely per/ecuted. In 


| every City Bonds and Imprifonments awaited them (m). As 


ſoon as ever the Apoſtles began to preach Fe/us and his 
Reſurrection, the Fewiſh Rulers laid hold on them, and 
having confined and ſcourged them, ſtrictly prohibited 
their /peaking any more in that Name (). A little while 
after, Stephen was murder'd (o) ; and afterwards James (p), 
and ſome other of the Apoſtles. Now certainly ſuch 
a Conduct did evidently ſhew a Conſciouſneſs, that they 
were not able to anſwer the Apoſtles, and to ſupport 
their own Cauſe by the fair Methods of Reaſon and 
Argument; to which, ſo far as the Hiſtory informs 
ais, they made no Pretence ; but attempted to bear 


them down by Dint of Authority, and to ſilence them ; 


by brutal Force. 

Tu E Time would fail me, ſhould I attempt parti- 
cularly to ſhew, how theſe unrighteous Methods were 
purſued in ſucceeding Ages, and diſtant Countries. The 


ſavage Cruelties of Nero to theſe innocent and holy Men 


were 


— 


- 
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were ſuch; as rai/ed the Pity even of their Enemies “: 
Vet this was one of the leaſt extenſive and deſtructive of 
the Ten general Perſecutions, which aroſe in the Ro- 
man Empire, beſides ſeveral ethers in the neighbour- 
ing Countries, of which Zeclęſiaſtical Hiflory informs 


us. | 
Trzsz early Enemies of the Goſpel added ' Fal/ehood 
and Slander to their Inhumanities. They endeavoured 
to murder the Reputations of the Chriſtians, as well as 
their Perſons, and were not aſhamed [to repreſent them 
as Haters of the whole Human Species , for no ima- 
ginable Reaſon, but becauſe they would not aſſociate 
- themſelves in their Idolatrous Worſhip, but with Regard 
to Charity and Truth, were ſtrongly bearing their 
Teſtimony againſt it +: ] Nay, they charged them with 
Human Sacrifices, Incefl, Idolatry, and all the Crimes, 
for which themſelves and their fooliſh Gods were indeed 
Juitly deteſtable ; but from which the Cyriſtians knew 
how to vindicate themſelves, highly to their own Ho- 
nour, and to the everlaſting Reproach of theſe ma- 
lignant and peſtilent Acculers: And they have not 
failed to do it in many noble 4po/ogies, which through 
the Divine Providence are tranſmitted to us, and are 
incomparably the moſt valuable of any ancient uninſpired 
Writings. | 735 
SucH were the infamous and ſcandalous Methods, by 
which the Geſpel was oppoſed in the earlieſt Ages of the 
Church; and I cannot forbear adding, that the Mea- 
«« ſures more lately taken to ſubvert it, eſpecially among/f 
«* ourſelves, ſeem to me rather to reflect a Glory upon 
« it,” Its unhappy Enemies have been told again and 


Again, 


[This a haughty and cruel Enemy confeſſes, even while he blaſ- 
phemes the Religion of theſe glorious Confeſſors :!—— Quanquam ad- 
yerſus ſont*s, & noviſſima exempla meritos, Miſeratio oriebztur, 
Tuacit. Annal. Lib, xv. $44.] ] $% | 
F Ogio humani generis convicti ſunt. Tacit, ubi ſupra. | 

1 [This Matter. is ſet in the cleareſt and moſt beautiful L'ght/ by 
the ſ-gacious Mr. Warburton, in his Divine Legation of Moſes, (Vol. i. 
Fax: 292,-295,) to whoſe Labours the Learned and the Cbriſlian 

World are indebted beyond Expreſſion, for as great a Number of 
Original Thoughts, as are perhaps any where to be found in an equal 
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again, that we put the Proof of it on plain Fac. They 
themſelves do not, and cannot deny, that it prevailed 
early in the World, as we have ſhewn at large. There 
muſt have been ſome Man, or Body of Men, who firſt 
introduced it: They generally confeſs, that Chrift and 
his Apoſtles were the Perfons: And theſe A4po/iles (on 
whoſe Teſtimony what we know of Chrift chiefly depends) 
muſt have been Enthuſiaſts, or Impoſtors, if their Teſti- 
mony was falſe. Now which of theſe Schemes will the 
Unbeliever take? It ſeems, that the Deifts of the pre- 
ſent Age fix on neither, as being ſecretly conſcious they 
can ſupport neither; but they content themſelves with 
cavilling at ſome Circumſtances attending the Revelation, 
without daring to encounter its grand Evidence; i. e. 
they have been laboriouſly attempting to prove it to 
„ be improbable, or abſurd, to ſuppoſe that to have 
« been, which nevertheleſs plainly appears to have been 
*« Fact,” One molt weakly. and ſophiſtically pretends 
to prove, in Defiance of the common Senſe of Mankind, 
that the Light of Nature is a perfe Rule, and therefore 
that all Rewelation is needleſs, and indeed impoſſible. 
Another diſguiſes the Miracles of Chrift by falſe and 
fooliſh Repreſentations of them, and then ſets himſelf to 
ridicule them as idle Tales. And @ third takes a great 
deal of fruitleſs Pains to ſhew, that ſome Prophecies 
refer'd to in the New Te/fiament are capable of another 
Senſe, different from that in which the 4of/es have 
taken them. Theſe Things have been ſet in a very art- 
ful and fallacious Light by Perſons, whoſe Names will 
be perhaps tranſmitted to Poſterity, with the infamous 
Glory of having been Leaders in the Cauſe of Infidelity ; 
but not a Man of them undertakes directly to anſwer, 
what has been faid to aſcertain the grand Fact. Nay, 
they generally take no more Notice of the poſitive Evi- 
dence, by which it is even demon/irated, than if they 
| had never heard it propoſed ; though they cavil at 
incidental Paſſages in thoſe Books, in which it is moſt 
clearly ſtated. And as for what they have urged, tho* ! 
perhaps ſome, who were before weary of Chriſtianity, 
may have taken Occaſion from their Writings to reje& 
it; and others for want of conſulting the Anſwers to 
them, may have been unwarily inſnared ; yet the Exa- 
1 N mination 
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mination of theſe Points has been greatly for the Honour 
and Vindication of the Truth, which ſeems on this Oc- 
cafion to have been ſet in a clearer and ſtronger Light 
than ever, at leaſt in theſe later Ages. £8 
Tus Cauſe of Chriſtianity has greatly gained by De- 
bate, and the Go/he/ comes lite fine Gold out of the Furnace, 
which the more it is tried, the more it is approved. I own, 
the Defenders of the Goſpel have appeared with very diffe- 
rent Degrees of Ability for the Work; nor could it be other- 
wiſe amongſt ſuch Numbers of them: But on the whole, 
though the Patrons of Infidelity have been Maſters of 
ſome Wit, Humour, and Addreſs, as well as of a mo- 
derate Share of Learning, and generally much more 
than a moderate Share of Aſſurance; yet ſo great is the 
Force of Truth, that (unleſs we may except thoſe Writers. 
who have unhappily called for the Aid of the Civil 
Magiſtrate in the Controverſy,) I cannot recolle&, that 
T have ſeen any Defence of the Goſpel, which has not, 
on the whole, been ſufficient. to eſtabliſh it, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſophiſtical Arguments of its. moſt ſub- 
tile Antagoniſts. = * Ser 
[Txrs is an Obſervation, which is continually gaining 
new Strength, as new Aaults are made upon the Gr el 
And I cannet forbear ſaying, that as if it were by a 
Kind of Judicial Infatuation, forme who have diſtin- 
uiſhed themſelves in the wretched Cauſe of [nfidelity, 
Five been permitted to fall into ſuch groſs Miſrepreſen- 
rations, {ach ſenſeleſs Inconfiftencies, and ſuch palpable 
Falſthands *, and in a Word, into ſuch a various and 
malignant Superfluity of Naughtineſ5 ; that to a wiſe and 
pious Mind they muſt appear like thoſe wenomous Crea- 
tures, Which are ſaid to carry an Antidote in their Bowels 
againſt their own Poiſon. A virtuous and well bred Deiſt 
muſt turn away from ſome modern Pieces of this Kind 
with Scorn and Abhorrence; and a Chriſtian might al- 
moſt be tempted to wiſh, that the Books, with all their 
| 5 «.» Sandals 


I mention not here that mean Buffoonery and Scurrility, that 
induſtrious, though ' awkward, Diſguiſe, and monſtrous Mixture of 
the Sceptick and Degmatiſt, wh'ch the learned and ingenious Mr, 
Warburton has animadverted upon with ſuch Juſtice and Spirit, in his 
Gne Dadicatios to the Divine Legation of Moſes demonſtrated.] 


* 
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Scandals about them, might be tranſmitted to Poſterity, 
leſt when they come to live, like the Writings of ſome 
of the ancient Heathens, only in thoſe off their learned 
and pious Ar/averers, it ſhould hardly be credited; that 
ever the Enemies of the Gofpelin ſuch an enlightned Age 
ſhould be capable of ſo much Impiety and Folly. 


Tuus I have given you a brief View of the chief 
AF: Argaments in proof df Chriſtianity 5 and the Sum of the 
whole is this. | X 1 
Tus Goſpel is probable in Theory ; as conſidering the 
Nature of GOD, and the Circumſtances of Mankind, | 
there was Reaſon to hope à Revelation might be givenn 
and if any were given, we ſhould naturally apprehend ö 
its Internal Evidence would be ſuch, as that of the Gof- 
pel is, and its External ſuch, as it is ſaid to be. But it is 
allo true in Fa; for Chriſtianity was early profeſſed, as 
it was firſt introduced by Feſus of Nazareth, whoſe Life 
5 and Doctrines were publiſhed by his immediate Aften- 
dants ; whoſe Books are preſerved ſtill in their original 
Language, and in the main are faithfully rranſlated intò 
our own : So that the Books of the New Teflament now 
in your Hands may be depended” upon, as avritten by | 
the Perſons whoſe Names they bear. And admitting 
this, the Truth of the Goſpel follows by a Train of very #| 
eaſy Conſequences; for the Authors certainly -kneww the | 
Truth of the Fa&s they relate; and confidering what 
appears of their Character and Circumſtances, we can 
never believe they would have attempted" to deceive us; 
or if they had, they could not have gained Credit in the 
World; yet they did gain it ina remarkable Manner; 
therefore the Fas they atteſted are true: And the Truth | 
of the Goſpel evidently follows from the Certainty of thoſe | 
Facts, and is much confirmed by what has happened in te 
World ſince the firſt Publication of it. 
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- FALL conclude what I have to ſay on this Subject, b 
with a few Words by way of Refl eon. 1 
1. Lz r us gratefully acknowledge the Divine Good- 
neſs, in favouring, us with ſo excellent a Revelation, 
and confirming it to us by ſuch an ample Evidence. 
Ws | 


\ 


—— — 
—— — 
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W% ſhould be daily adoring the Gop of Nature, for 
lighting up the Sun; that glorious, though imperfect 
Image of his own unapproachable Luſtre; and appoint- 
ing it to gild the Earth with its various Rays, to cheer 
us with its benign Influences, and to guide and direct us, 
in our Journeys, and our Labours. But how incompa- 


rably more valuable is that Day-Spring from on high 


which bas wifited us, that Sun of Righteouſneſs, which is 
ri/en upon us, o give Light to them that fit in Darkneſs, 
and in the Shadow of Death, and to guide our Feet into 
the Way of Peace (q) Oh Chriſtians, (for I now'addrelſs 
myſelf te you, whoſe Eyes are fo happy as indeed to ee, 


and your Ears as to hear (r),). what Reaſon have you 


for daily and hourly Praiſe! When your Minds are de- 
lighted with contemplating the Riches of Goſpel Grace, 
when you view with Wonder and Joy the harmonious 


Contrivance of our Redemption, when you feel the 
Burden. of your Guilt removed, the Freedom of your 
Addreſs to the Throne of Grace encouraged, and ſee 


the Proſpect of a fair Inheritance. of Eternal Glory 
opening upon you; then in the pleaſing Tranſport of 
your Souls, borrow the joyful Anthem of the P/almi/t, 
and fay, with the humbleſt Gratitude and Self-Reſigna- 
tion ; God is the Lord, who hath given us Light ; bind 


. the Sacrifice with Cords, even to the Horns of the Altar (/), 


Adore GOD, avho firſt commanded the Light to ſhine 


out of Darkneſs, that by the Diſcoveries of his-Word, 


and the Operations of his Spirit, he has fined in your 
Hearts, to give you the Knowledge of his Glory, as re- 
flected from the Face of his Son (t). Let us all adore 
him, that 75¹ Revelation hath reached us, who live in 
an Age and Country fo diſtant from that in which it firſt 


appeared; while there are to this Day, not only dark 


. Corners, but Regions of the Earth, which are full of the 


1 = — — 


Habitations of Idolatry and Cruelty (u). 


Le r me here peculiarly addreſs myſelf to thoſe, whoſe 


Education and Circumſtances of Life have given them 
Opportunities of a fuller Enquiry, into the State of thoſe 
| | 95 ancient 


(„ Mal, iv. 2. Luke i. 78, 79. (r) Matt. xiii. 16. (/) Pfal, 
* 4 27. f (e) 2 Cor. iv. 6. ( (4 Pſal. Ixxiv. 20. 


— 
* 
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ancient or modern Nations, that have been leſt merely 
to the Light unaſſiſted Reaſon; even to you, Sirs, who 
are acquainted with the Hiſtory of their Gods, the 
Rites of their Prieſt, the Tales, and even the Hymns 
of their Poets, (thoſe beautiful Trifles ;) nay, 1 will add, 
the Reaſonings of their ſageſt Philo/ophers, all the pre- 
carious, and all the erroneous Things they have ſaid, 
where Religion and Immortality are concerned“. I have 
ſometimes thought, that Gop gave to ſome of the moſt 
celebrated Pagan Writers that uncommon Share of Ge- 
nius and Eloquence, that they might, as it were, by their 
Art embalm the Monſters of Antiquity ; that ſo ſucceed · 
ing Ages might ſee, in a more affecting View than we 
could otherwiſe have done, how weak the Human Mind 
is in its beſt Eſtate, and the Need, which the greateſt, 
as well as the meaneſt of Mankind have, of being taught 
by a Revelation from above. Permit me to remind you, 
that while you are daily converſing with ſuch Monu- 
ments as theſe, - (as I know ſome of you are), and are 
alſo ſurveying the Evidence of Chriſtianity, in a larger, 
and more diſtin View, than it was proper for me here 
to propoſe them, you are under peculiar Obligations, to 
be very thankful for the Goſpel yourſelves, as well as to 
compaſſionate the Caſe of thoſe, to whom it has never 


been offered, or by whom it is ſlighted, And this leads 
me to another Reflection; 


2, War Reaſon have we to pity thoſe, who reje# 
this glorious Geſpel, even when they have Oppor- 
tunities of enquiring into its cleareſt E vidences? 


Sven 


[The great Autbor I mentioned above (pag. 30 1. Note ), hay 
ſhewn in a moſt convincing Manner, that the whole Body of the 
Greek Philoſopbers diſbelieved the Doctrine of Future Rewards and 
de though they popularly taught it as neceſſary to Society; 
and held no other Immortality of the Scul, than what was the Reſult 
of a moſt Atbeiſtica! Notion, (modernly known by the Name of Spi- 
moziſm), that the Univerſe was GOD : (See Mr, Warburton's Divine 
Legation of Moſes, Book iii. Set, 2, 3, 4.) Which ſurely is one 
of the ſtrongeſt Proofs of the Need of a Revelation, that the World 
ever ſaw, and the moſt affecting Comment on the Words of the 
learned Apeſtle, 1 Cor. i. 21. The World W:ſdom knew not 
GOD ; but prefſing tbemſelves to be wiſe, they became Fe lu. Rom. 
& 22. 0 ; 
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g8uen undoubtedly there are in our own Age and Na- 
tion; and ſurely we ſhould ſometimes: beſtow a compaſ- 
ſionate Thought upon them, and lift up an humble 
Prayer for them; if GOD peradwenture will giue them 
Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth ; that they 
may recover themſelves out of the Snare of the Devil, 
quho are now led Captive by him at his Pleaſure (au). 
We ſhould pity Heathens, and Mahometans, under their 
Darkneſs and Errors: But how much more deplorable is 
the Caſe of the/e, who, though they dwell in Emma- 
nuel's Land, and in the Valley of Viſion, turn it into the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, by cloſing their Eyes 
againſt ſo bright a Luſtre, and fopping their Ears againſt 
the Voice of the Charmer (x) ? They are indeed in their 
own Conceit tbe only People, and Wiſdom will die with 
them (); ſo that to be ſure, they will ſcorn our Pzty > 
But who can forbear it ? Is there a more melancholy 
Thought than this, that the Son of G0 D ſhould have 
done ſo much to introduce and eſtabliſh the Goſpel, and 
his Spirit ſo much to perpetuate and increaſe its Ewi- 
dence, and that after all, it ſhould be contemptuouſly 
deſpiſed, even by Creatures who are periſhing without it? 
That the bleſſed Jeſus, inſtead of being received with 
open Arms as the great Deliverer, ſhould either be treated 
as an empty Name; or if acknowledged to be a real 
Perſon, ſhould then be repreſented as a viſionary Eutbu- 
faſt, or a wicked Inpoſtor; for there is no other Alter- 
native? And this, hot only, (though +I believe, moſt 
frequently), by Men of profligate and abandon'd Lives, 
but ſometimes by Perſons of external Morality. and De- 
cency, of great Humanity and Sweetneſs of Temper, 
(for ſuch I know are to be found amongſt them), as 
well as Men of Wit and Genius, of Politeneſs and Learn- 
ing, of Human Prudence and Experience in Affairs. I 
may alſo add, that it is the Caſe of ſome, who were 
the Children of pious Parents, who were trained up in 
religious Exerciſes, who once diſcovered ſerious Impreſ- 
fions, and gave very encouraging Hopes. Alas, whither 
are they fallen! and whither have we reaſon to fear, 
| Ke | they 
4 2 Tim. ii 25, 26. (x) Pfal. lviii, 4, 17. | (9) Job 
2. | wet $4 
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they will at length all] How ſhall we ſhelter thoſe, 
that were once our Brethren, that are perhaps fill our 
Friends, from the awful Sentence, which the Gepe de- 
nounces againſt all that reje& it, without any Exception? 
As to the Wretches, that add Inſult and Derifion to their 
Infidelity, I tremble to think of that Load of Guilt, 
which they are 28 themſelves, and how near 
they approach to the Unpardonable Sin, if they have 
not already committed it. For the reſt, who behave 
in a more modeſt and ſober Manner, it will, no doubt, 
be a very difficult Taſk to convince them ; and fo much 
the rather, as ſome of them, by too eaſy a Tranſition, 
have renounced many of the moſt important Principles 
of Natural Religion, nay, I might add, even the Whole 
of it, together with the Chri/tian Revelation. But the 


Influences of Divine Grace are Almighty ; let us recom- 


mend them to theſe, and omit no other proper Method, 
either of recovering thoſe who are already ſeduced, or 
at leaſt of ſecuring thoſe who are not yet infected, but 
may be (as moſt of the Youth are, eſpecially in the moſt 
populous Places), in eminent Danger of the Contagion. 
To this End let me add, 


3. How reaſonable is it, that CHriſtians ſhould form 
a familiar Acquaintance with the great Eidences of 


A our common Faith! 


IT is what we ſo apparently owe to the Honour 
of GOD, to the Intereſt of Chriſt, to the Peace of our 
own Souls, and the Edification of others, that I hope, 


I need not urge it at large: eſpecially conſidering what 


was ſaid in the Introduction to theſe Diſcourſes, In 
Conſequence of all, let it be your Care to make the 
Ewvidences of Chriſtianity the Subject of your ſerious 
Reflections, and of your frequent Converſe : Eſpecially, 
ſtudy your Bibles, where there are ſuch Marks of Truth 
and Divinity to be found, that I believe, few that hae 
familiarly know them, and have had a Reliſh for them, 


were ever. brought to make Shipwwreck of the Faith as it 


is in Fe/us. Above all, let it be your Care to act on 
the Rules which are here laid down; and then, you . 
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find your Faith growing in a happy Proportion, and will 
experience the Truth of our Saviour's Declaration, that 
if any Man will reſolutely and faithfully do bis Will, he 
ſhall know of the Chriſtian Doctrine, whether it be of 
GOD (x). 1 verily believe, it is the Purity of its Pre- 
cepts, which lies at the Bottom of moſt Mens Oppoſition 
to it ; or a natural Pride of Heart, which gives them 
an Averſion to ſo humbling a Scheme; or a fond Af- 
fectation of ſeeming wiſer than others, in rejecting what 
moſt of their Neighbours do at leaſt profeſs to believe. 
When theſe unhappy Prejudices and Conceptions are by 
Divine Grace conquered and rooted out, the Evidence of 
Truth will daily appear with an increaſing Luſtre ; as the 
Light” of the Sun does, to an Eye recovering from a 
Film, with which it had been overgrown, and which 
before had vailed it with Midnight in the Midſt of Noon. 
Once more, | 


4. How folicitous ſhould we be to embrace and obey 


that Go/þe/, which comes attended with ſuch abun- 
dant Ewvidences ! 


IM undoubtedly addreſs myſelf to moſt of you, 

my Friends, and ſay, as Paul did to King Agrippa, Be- 
lieveſt thou the Prophets (a), and I may add, the Evan- 
gelifis, and the Apoſtles ? Yes, I know that you believe 
them ; yet let me intreat and charge you, not to rec 
here, but attentively to examine, how far your Hearts 
are affected, and your Lives regulated by ſuch a Belief, 
The Chriſtian Revelation is @ practical Thing; and it is 
Beard, it is believed, it is profeſſed, and even defended in 
vain, if it be not obeyed. Therefore do we ſo frequently 
read of obeying the Truth, and obeying the Goſpel, as a 
Matter of ſo great Importance (5). 


In 


(A John vii. 17. (a) Acts xxvi. 27. (b) [Rom. ii. 8. 
--vi. 17. Cal. iii; 4. 2 Thefi. i. 8. 1 Pet. i. 22, iv. 17. To 

which we may add ſohn iii, 36. where o amidwy Tw.uuw, be that is 
diſobedient ro the Son, is with greit Propriety oppoſed to o Je rig 
rey vioy, be that believeth on the Son, See Family Expoſitor, Vel. I. 
fag. 163, Nets li). 


. 
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Is, this Gebel, the Wrath of GOD is revealed from. 
Hiavtn againſt all Ungodline/s. and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men; but it is revealed with redoubted Terror againſt 
that audacious. Sinner, <vho holds the Truth in Unrigb- 
teouſneſs 55 In this Geſpel, the Lord Feſus Chrift is 


exalted, both as a Prince, and a Saviour (d); and it 
is not with Impunity, that the impenitent Rebel can, 
reject his Yoke, and trample on his Blood: For if he. 
that deſpiſed Moſes's Law died without Mercy, of how. 
much farer Puniſhment, than even a Capital Execution, 
muſt they be thought worthy, who have poured Contempt 
on ſuch a Sovereign, and on ſuch a Redeemer (e)? 

On let it be moſt ſeriouſly and frequently recollected, 
that this Goſpel is the Touch-Stone, by which you are 
another Day to be tried; the Balance, in which an im- 
partial Judge will weigh you ; and muſt on the whole 
prove your everlaſting Triumph, or your everlaſting Tor- 
ment. The bleſſed GOD did not introduce it with 
ſuch: ſolemn Notice, ſuch high Expectation, ſuch pom- 
pous Miracles, ſuch awful Sanctions, that Men might 
reject, or diſhonour it, at Pleaſure : But it will certainly 
be found, to the greateſt, and the meaneſt, of thoſe that 


hear it, a Sawour of Life unto Life, or a Savour of Death 
unto Death (V. 


Le r it therefore be your immediate Care, to enquire, 
which of theſe it is like to prove to your Souls; ſince it is 


ſo far from being a vain Thing, that it is really your very 
Life (g). If it hes hitherto been deſpi/ed, and that 
bleſſed Redeemer, in whom it ſo apparently centers, has 
been neglected; remember, that all which has been ſaid 
in Coptemarion of its Truib, does but in effect prove, 
that the Hand Writing of GOD himſelf is ſet to the 
Sentence of your eternal Condemnation. Oh therefore 
allow not yourſelves a Moment's Reſt, till you have with 


humble Submiſſion applied to his Throne, while yet 


there is Hope that it may be reverſed. 


And as for you, my Brethren, who have received ; 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord, be exhorted to walk in him (h) ; . 


K 5 ſince 


(e) Rom. i. 18. (4) Acts v. 31. (e) Heb. x. 28, 29. 


{Ff) Cor. ii, 16. CC) Deut. xxxii, 47. (5) Col. ii. 6. 
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ſince it is the Defign of his Go/pþe/ to reach as, to — 

bdlintſe and Worldly Lufts; and to Ive Soberly, Righ- 
tei, and Godly (i) ; and this, not only as you have 


- © comfortable an Aſſurance, that your Labour ſhall not 
_ be in vain in the Lord (|); but as it will be, on the 


whole, the moſt effectual Method you can take in your 
reſpective Stations to promote the Go/pe/. If you in- 
deed honour it and love it, and deſire it may be propa- 
gated in the World, let it be your Care, not only to 
defend it by your Tongues, but to adorn it by your 


Lives; and in the Words of that great Champion in 


this ſacred Cauſe, be blamel-fs and harmleſs, the Chil- 
aren of GOD without Rebuke, in the Midft of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation, ſhining amongſt them as Lights 
in the World, and fo holding forth the Word of Life (I) 3 
and perhaps it may ſerve, not only to entertain their 
Eyes with Wonder and Glory, bit to guide their Feet 


into the Way of Peace, and may engage them alſo to 


join with you in glorifying your Father qwhich is in 
aven (m). Amen! | 


- (5) Tit. l. #2, (0) 1 Cor. xv. 38. (1) Phil. i, 1 5, 16, 
(n) Matth. v, 6. 
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